Chri#t. 6, That all that communicate not with them, are cut off from Chrift 
being guilty of Schiſm , which is as damning as Adultery and Murder. 
7. That Rulers ſhould uſe ſuch I need not tell you how. All this 
-. every ignorant perſon muſt have Learning exough to knew, or elſe rake it 
on their words, and ſo truſt them in the dark with their ſalvation. For m 
part, 1 have net knowledg encugh 19 make me capable of their communion Fl 
this ſence, tho I conftantly joyn with them im Worſhip , and oft m Sacra- 
= ment, and tho I peaceably ſubmit to all their Courts, Dioceſans, and Lay- 
2s 7c and canonical Executions, which I cannot approve : And yo 
while many that take them for no lawful Paſters, ſubmit to the Magiſtrates 
command m joyning corporally with them: mental Separatiſts are local com- 
municants , and mental communicants that prefer what they judg better 
without unchurching them, are counted Separatiſts. Becauſe I abbor confi- 
ning the church of Chriſt toa Set, and i 20h renounce love and communion 


with all true Chriſtians 0n Earth for a Setf, I here offer their Reaſons and mine 
z0 tryal. 
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SCHISMATICK 


CLEARLY DETECTED, 
and fully ConrurTe »; 


For the Saving of a Diſtrated Nation from 
that which would deſtroy Chriſtian Love 
and Unity. 


Occaſioned by a Reſolver of Three CASES about 
CHURCH-COMMUNION. 


a 


By RICHARD BAXTER a Catholique Chriftian, who is 

againſt confining Chriſtian Love and Communion to any Se& 
how Great ſoever. 

Mark 16. 16. He that believeth and i baptized ſball be ſaved. 

John 13. 35. By this ſball all men know you are my Diſciples, if ye 
have Love one to another. 

1 John 4. 16. He that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and he in him. 

Rom. 14.1.17, 18. Hime that is weak in the Faith receive ye, but not 
to doubtful Diſputations : for the Kjngdom of God is not Meat and 

Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt : 
for he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and 
approved of Men. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three Crowns at the | 
lower end of Cheapſide near Mercers-Chappel, 1683. 
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l The Engliſh Schiſmatick , detefed and confuted 
4 Occafroned by a Reſolver of Caſes about Church 
Communion. 
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CHAP. I. 
SAITH THE RESOLVER, 


1 - HE TT eparazed from the reſt of the 
World,and umted to God and to themſelves by a Divine Covenant. 
A. He faith this is the plaineft deſcription he can give; | 
That is not the fault of his Auditors or Readers. 1. As. to the Genus, 2 
Community of equals without Rulers is a body: but I ſuppoſe he meaneth 
not ſuch. 2. Is it - enough that it be of Men? ſhre now they ſhould be - 
Chriſtians ? 3. Many are ſeparated from the reſt of the World, ſecundum quid, 
that are no Chriſtians; ſome in one reſpeft and ſpme inanother, and none 
in all reſpeQts. United to God, is an ambiguous word, no Crearyre is 
United to him perfeCtly ſo as to be thereby what he is, God, in the created 
Nature. Only Chriſt is united to him Hypoſtatically in his created Na- 

' ture. All are fo far united to him in natural being, as that in him they 
live and move and have their being : And the Nature of man is one ſort of 
his Image : All things are united to him as effects to their conſtant efficient. 
The Church ſhould not be defined without any mention of Chriſt : The 
Churches Union with God 1s by Chriſt. 5. Chriſt himſelf as Head is an 
eſſential part of the Church, and ſhould not be left out of a Definition, th6 
the meer Body may in common ſpeech be called rhe Chxrch, as the People 
may be called « Kingdom. 6. Will any Divine Covenant ſerve? or muſt it 
not be only the Baptiſmal Covenant? 7. Is it called Divine only as made {| 
by God, or as commanded by Ged and made by Man, or as mutual? Certainly =; 
Gods Law and offered or Conditional Promiſe is moſt frequently called His. * 5 
Covenant in Scripture ; and this uniteth not men to God, till they conſent 

and Covenant with him. Their own Covenant AZ is neceffary hereto: And 

that is a Divine Covenant, only as commanded, and accepted and done by 

Gods aſſilting Grace. 8. The form of a Church is Relative, and the Ter. 

mins is eiſential to a Relation. It is no definition that hath not the Ftid 
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(2) 
of the Aſſociation: Therefore this is none at all; and ſo the beginning tells 
us what to expect. 

This deſcription hath nothing in it but what may agree to divers forms 
of Society, and ſo hath not the form of a Church : And if he intended not a 
Definition, but a looſe deſcription, I would a defining DoCtor had had the 
Chair, during this controverke. | 

Let us try this deſcription _ a Mahometan Kingdom, Army, or Na- 
vy, or ſuppoſe them meer Deilts. | 

1. Such a Kingdom, Army, or Navy may be a Society. 2. Of Men. 
3. Separated from the reft of the World /ecundum quid & ad hoe ( and none 
are ſeparated from it ſmpliciter & ad omnia: e. g. No man is ſeparated from 
the common humanity ; No Deiſt from any but Atheiſts, and no Chriſtian 
in believing a God and the Law of Nature and Nations.) 4. They are 
United to God fo far as owning a God and Worſhipping him amounts to, be- 
ſides the Union of the Creature with the Creator in whom he liveth, cc, 
And no unregenerate ungodly Chriſtian is united to him ſavingly. 5. They 
are united among themſelves. 6. This is by a Covenant: 7. And by a 
Covenant Divine, as to command, approbation and objett, It is God that they 
Covenant to own and obey : The common Profeſſion of the Afabomerans, 
is, There 1s one God, and Mghomet is his Propher. It is Divine in rantum as 
commanded. For God Commandeth all men to Own him ; to belicve that 
Godis, and that he 15 the Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek, him: And God fo 
far approveth it: St. James ſaith, (Thou doſt well) to him that believeth 

there is a God, much more that is | (-—amarg devoted to him. 

Let us by this examine the Jewiſh Church : Fews now may be 1. A Body, 
2. Of Men, 3. Separated from the reſt of the World, even in Religion 
and Church pretenſtons. 4. United to God as Creatures, as Men, as the 
corporal ſeed of Abraham, and as profeſling Belief, Love and Obedience to 
God, as their God. 5. Strictly united among themſelves: 6. By a Cove- 
nant, 7. Which God once commanded, and ſtill approveth fo far as they 
own God. 

Let us conſider whether this deſcription take not in, thoſe in every Na- 
tion that fear God and work Righteouſneſs, that never heard of Chriſt, 
( being thus combined.) And whether the Kingdom of God, be not larger 
than his Church: Joyn the Head and Tail of thiy mans book together, and 
by the Head ( the deſcription ) for ought I ſee, Jews, Mahomerans, if not 
almoſt all Heathens, are the Church : But at the End, I think none on 
Earth is the Church : At leaſt none that ſeparate from a pair of Organs, or 
an ignorant Curate, Nor can any man know who. 

Page 2. $. 2. He explaineth his Word [ Body } as oppoſed tro a confuſed 

Ablriruge. y 

' A. But a Community of Equals, that have no Governours, may have otder, 
and%* no confuſed Mnltitude. And he himſeli after pleads over much for 
aneceſſit v of Rulers, P. 3- 


(3) : 


P.3.F. 3. And in many places,his Confuſion and grand errovur is repeated, 
that the Chriſtian Church is but one: p. 7. We kyow n9 Church bur what all Chrt- 
ſtians are members of by Bapt ſme, mhich is the Univerſal Church : p. 8. There 1s 
but one Church, of which all Chriſtians are members, as there is but one Covenant 1, 
P. 19. If there be but one Church and one Commumon, of which all true Chriſtians 
are members, &c. p.23. 1 am no otherwiſe a member of any particular Church, 
thanT am of the Univerſal : p. 40. It's a ſchiſmarical Notion of memberſhip that 
divides the Chriſtian Church into diſtintt memberſhips, and therefore into the diſtint? 
Bodyes: And p. 19. and often he ſaith, rkoſe Churches which are nor members 
of each other, are ſeparate Churches and Schiſmaticks. 

A. I had hoped that no man but Mr. Cheny had talkt at this rate. 

I. It's agreed on, that there is but one Univerſal Church: The contrary 
is a Contradiftion. 2. It is agreed, that there is no lawful particular 
Church which is not a part of the Univerſal. 3. That whoever hath juſt 
Union and Communion with a true particular Church, hath Union and 
Communion with the Univerſal : 4. That all men in their Worſhip of God, 
ſhould accordingly perform it ( and do all that they do) as Men in that 
Relation to the Univerſal Church: None of this is controverrted. 

{I. But I had hoped never to have heard any but Seekers fay,that there are 
not many lawfud particular Churches, dsti#t from the whole and from one 
; another, though not disjunCt in the Common Eſſentials. For the proof of 

the contrary, 

1. I begin with that which I expeCt ſhould be moſt powerful ; The mans 
own after-Confeſlions,to which he is oft brought. Pag. 8. Diſtance of Place 
and the neceſſities and conveniences of Worſhip and Diſcipline, has atvided the 
' Church mto 4 parts and members, and Particular Churches, &C. SO pag. 14- 

pag. 19. All Chriſtian Churches ought to be members of one. More fully p. 20, 
21. This is ad hominem, Tea and Nay is his Reſolution. | 

2. But I'le bring other Arguments that prevail more with me. The Sa- 
cred Scriptures oft tell us of any Churches, therefore there are many... A. 
9. 31. The Churches had reſt ; and 15. 4. Confirming the Churches, 16.5. $0 
were the Churches eſtabliſhed in the Fanh ; Rom. 16. 4. All the Churches of the 
Gentiles: So ver. 16. 1 Cor. 7. 17. So ordain I in all Churches ; 11.16. Net 
they the Churches of God ( have ſuch Cuſtom; ) 1.4. 33. As tn all the Churches 
of the Saints; 34. Let your Women keep ſilence in the Churches. So 16. 1. 19. 
C- 2 Cor. 8. 1. The Grave of God beſtowed on the Churches of Macedonia : 18. 
Whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel through all the Churches, So 19. 23, 24. and 11. 
8. 28. Thecareof all the Akers 12.13. Infertor to theother Churches. Gal. 
1.2,22, 1 Theſ.2.14. 2Theſ. 1. 4. Rev. 1. 4. To the ſeven Churches, ver. 
It, 20. Angels and Candleſticks of the ſeven Churches. And 2. 7, 11, 
17, 29. and3.6,12,22,23. and22.16. His Concordance might have ſhew'd 
him all theſe in order, Phil. 4. 15. No Church communicated with me ( con- 
cerning giving andreceiving ) but ye only. The diſpute now muſt be, gay + 
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the Apoſtles or this Reſolver be to be believed: They ſay, there are m 
Churches, parts of One; he ſaith, There is but one, and it's Schiſmatical to divi 

it mto diſtmntt memberſhips or Bodyes, &c. It's no Schiſme hereto ſay, I am for 
Paul ard the Holy Scripture: Let who will believe the contradictor. 

**3- My next Argument is this: Where there are many Political Societies, 
** conſiſting of Chriſtian Paſtors and People, profeſſedly aſſociated for the 
** ordinary Exerciſe of thoſe Relations as ſuch, in holy Communion, in Chri- 
* ſtian Doftrine, Worſhip, Order and Converſation, for Edification in 
** true Faith, Hope, Love and Obedience, and the Glorifying of God 
**therein. There are many diſtin true Churches, parts of the Church 
** Univerſal z Bur on Earth there are many ſuch Societyes, &c. Ergo, &c. 

Either the controverſie is De re or de nomine ( for we called Separariſts 
ule to ſeparate theſe.) 1. If de re; Let the exiſtence of the thing defi- 
ned be tryed by Scripture, Reaſon and common Experience : 2. If de nom:i- 
ne; Forma que dat efſe dat Nomen: Here is the true ſpecifick form which is 
found in many ſingle Churches, ergo the Name of ſuch ſmgle (or individu- 
al ) Churches is due to them. 

4- Again ad hominem, from the conſequences: 1. If there be not many 
ſingle Churches in the Univerſal, then there are not many Patriarchal, Na- 
tional, Provincial, Metropolitical, Dioceſan, or Parochial Churches: For 
201 entium non datur numerus: Many nothings is a contradiftion. AMulte ſunt 
ergo ſunt ; Abeſt tertij adgeth ad eft ſecundi valet argumentum. 

But if there be not many, then 1. All the Pariſh Churches in E:9land be- 
ing but one, and not many, a Patron can have right to preſent to no one as 
a Church, more than to another. 2. Then the Parſon, Vicar or Curate 
IS nomore the Parſon of one Church than of another ; nor bound to no 
more Care and Duty ; for there is but one. 3. Then no one 1s bourd to 
£0 to one Pariſh Church more than another ; for there is but one. 4. "I hen 
the Temple and Tithes belong no more to one than another. 5. Then no 
Biſhop is the proper Biſhop of one Dioceſan Church, more than of another. 
6. Then all the revenues of the Biſhop of London, are no more appropriate 
to one Church than to another. 7. Then you owe no more Obedience to 
the Biſhops of one Dioceſan Church than another: 8. Then you make the 
King no more Head or Governour of the Church of Enoland, than of ano- 
ther. 9g. Then a Dioceſan oweth no Reverence to a Mctropolitane Church 
( if there be none ſuch.) 10. Then many Churches cannot have Cammuni- 
on nor ſend Biſhops to Councils ; ( if there be not many.) 11. And the 
charge of Separation from a Church that is no Church, is a contradiction. 

5. I adde, fromParity of Reaſon, if many diſtin®t ſubordinate Societies 
may make one Civil Body Politick, ſo they may one Univerſal Church: But 
the Antecedent is undoubted. If jt be Learnedly ſaid with Mr. Cher:y,that one 
whole cannot be Part of another whole ;, One may attain the perfeCtion by that 


time he-hath worn the Breeches but a few years, to know that a whole Fa-. 
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mily may be part of a whole Village, and a whole Vicinage be part of a 

whole City, and a whole Colledge be part of a whole Univerſity ; and a 
| whole City part of a whole Kingdom; and a whole Kingdom part of the 
; whole Earth. 
} And if it be objefted, that the Names of the whole and parts are here di- 
P; vers; but a Church and a Church are the fame Name. I Anſwer,at the ſame age 
one may learn that the ſame Name proveth not the ſameneſs of the things 
Named ; and that ex penuria nominum the Genus and Species, the Torum and 
Parts have oft equivocally the fame Name, with the Addition of juſt Notes 
of diſtinCtion. Somerimesan Academy of many Schools is called Schola, and 
ſoare the fingle Schools therein : The City of London is a Society ;, and ſo 
are the Societies of Merchant-Taylors, Drapers, Mercers, &c. therein. 

F. 4. But theſe Churches muſt be members of one another, or they are Schiſma- 
ticks. 
A. 1. How can tharÞd, if they be all but one. 2. This is alſo aboveor 
below the ferula age. They are no members of one another, but all members 
of the whole: Yet how oft have we this with the [ting of Schiſme (as Dann- 
ins as Murder or Adwtery)in the Tail of it. The hand is not a member or part - 
of the Foot, or the Foot of the Hand, or the Liver a member of the Lungs, 
&c. but each one of the Man: Ifeverl were a Schoolmaſter again, I would 
perſwade my Boyes, that A is not a member of B, nor Bof C, &«c. but each 
of the Alphabet; And that one leaf of their Book is not a member of ano- : 
ther, but both of the Book ; And if they were ripe for the Uggverſity, I would 

ſwade them that Exeter Colledge is not a member of Corpus Chriſti, nor 
that of Lincoln, &c. but all of the Univerſitie of Oxford. And I think that 
Briſtol is not a member of Exerer or Glouceſter, &c. but all of England; and 
that the Company of Stationers are not pazt of the Society of Merchants or . 
Drapers, &c. but all of Loadon. " 

What a Priviledg is it, that a Man may believe this about any fuch thing 
without Schiſme and Damnation! And how dreadful to fall into ſuch Church- 
mens hands that in their Caſe make-it Schitme, Separation and Damnation, 
But there is a Remedy. 

$. 5.But he hath reaſon for what he ſaith:p. 3,4. [Indcea it is extreamly abſurd 
and wnrreaſonable, to ſay, that the Chriſtian Church, which 15 built on the ſame 
Foundation, &c. who enjoy all Priviledoes in Common, ſhould be divided into as 
diſtint# and ſeparate Boazes, tho of the ſa ae kind and nature, as Peter, Fames and 
Fokn are diſtintt Perſons --- It's abſurd to ſay, That where every thing ts common . 
there is not one Communty. . 

Anſ. Let us not ſwallow this without Chewing; 1. Whether all be 
extreamly abſurd and unreaſonable which fuch Doctors call ſo; 1 am grown . 
to doubt as much as whether all be Schitm which Schitmaticks. call fo < 1p/e: 
dixit is no Proof. 

2. What the meaning of this great, Decantate Word [Separate J is, 
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muſt anon be _— : But, may not Churches be diFm# and not culpa- 
bly ſeparate ? He confeſſeth afterwards both local diſtintion and ſe- 
)aration. : 

; 3. How far are the VUmver/al Church and Particular Churches diſtin? As 
Whole and Parts ? Mult the World at laſt learn that Whole and Parts are 
not diſtinCt ? If you take it for abſurd to diltinguiſh a Man from a Body, 
or from a Liver, Hand or Foot, Diſſenters do not ; nor to diſtinguiſh a 
CO from an Univeriity, a Houſe from a Street, a Street from a 
City, C. ; 

But how are the Particular Churches — 9 amr one from another ? 
Reader, ſo conſtantly do ſuch men fight with themſelves, that it's meet 
to ask, whether they that thus ſay there are not many diſtint Churches, 
do not affert a far wider difference between many, than thoſe they diſſent 
from. We affirm that there are many, and that they differ not in ſpecie, 
but numero, as Colledges, Cities do among themſelves; but theſe men, af- 
ter all this, hold not only a numerical, but a ſpecifick difference, even as 
Parochial, Dioceſan, Provincial, Patriarchal, National ; at leaſt Presby- 
cers and Dioceſans differing Oraine vel Specie with them, the Church deno- 
minated from them mult do ſo too. 

$6. But he confirms it. [ Peter, James and John, tho they partake of the 
ſame common nature, yet each of them have a diſtinit Eſſence and Subſitence of their 
own, and this makes them diſtintt Perſons ;, bug where the very Nature and Eſſence 
of a Body or Soctegy conſiſts in baving all things common, there can be but one 
Body. 
oſ. | hope its no culpable Separation to diſtinguiſh things as differing 
ſpecie & numero ;, and this is the Doctors meaning, if his words are ſignih- 
cant : and the common way of expreſling it would have been, [ Peter and 
John differ numerically but not in ſpecie , bus rwo Churches differ neither ſpecie 
nor numero. ] 

And 1. Reader, ,whereas he ſaid before, that the Church is not divided into 
aiſtwutt Bodies, aS Fames and John, &c.") did you think till now, that Fames 
and John, and the Doctor, and the ſeveral Biſhops had not becn diſtin 
parts of the Church in theirdiſtinCt natural bodies ? 

2. And why may there not be diſtinCt Politick Bodies, or Compound in 
one whole as well as natural ? certainly, all things corporeal ſave Attomes 
are Compounds : A Muſcle, a Hand, a Foot, parts ſimilar and diſſimilar 
in man are all compounded of leſſer Parts. If many Students may make one 
Colledge, why may not many Colledges make one Univerlity ? It's ſtrange 
' if a Doctor deny this. ; 

3. But let us conſider of his Reaſon, and enquire 1. Whether the Church 
Fave all things Comm.on, 2. Whether the very Eſſence of it confiſt in this, 

I. Itis granted that the whole Eſſence of the Genus and Spectes is found in 
every individual of that Species, Natural or Politick ; but did we ever hear, 
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till Mr. Cieny and this DoQtor ſaid it, - that Politick Bodies differ not nume- 
ro as well as Natural? The Kingdom of England and of France are two ; 
the Church of Romeand Conſtantinople long {trove which ſhould be uppermoſt, 
but who ever ſaid that they were not two 

II. Have they all things common? Diſſenters would have excepted. 
Wives and Husbands, ( tl the Canons called Apoſtolical do not ;) Why 
ſhould the Eſſence of a Church lie ia this, and not the Eſſence of a City or 
Kingdom ? Tories in Ireland would have all common ; Merchants and 
Tradeſmen, Knights, Lords and Princes here would not. But it's no Schiſm 
here alſo ro diſtinguiſh ſampliciter & ſecundum quid, Propriety and the uſe 
of Propriety : There is no Community without Propriery : Men have firſt a 
Propriety tn themſelves, their members, their food, the acqueſts of their 
Labours, their Wives and Children, and Goods. And they conſent to Com- 
munity to preſerve this Propriety, becauſe every man loveth himſelf: And 
yet they mult uſe their Propriety, ( even of Life) {or common good, be- 
cauſe all are better than one : But if they had no Propriety they could not 
ſo uſe it for the Common-wealth, 

And I never conformed to the Doctrine that denyeth Propriery in Church 
Members ard Particular Churches, and thought all ſimply common. Tie 
tell you what Parrienlar Churches bave to individuate them, not common 
to all. 

1. They conſiſt of individual natural Perſons, any of which as much 
differ from many other Perſons, (thoſe in England from thoſe in Spain) as 
one man doth from anorher. : £ : 

2. Their Graces and gifts arenumerically diſtin& (Faith, Hope, Lovc,cc.) 
from thoſe of other Churches tho eju/dem ſpeciei. 3. Engl.md and France, 
London and Oxford, have Churches of different place 2nd Scit;zetion : 4. But 
the formal individuating difference 1s their neareſt Relation to their ſeveral 
Paſtors ;, as ſeveral Kingdoms, Cities, Schools are numericaily diſtin by 
their diſtinct Kings, Maiors, School-maſters, fo are ſeveral Churches ejuſ- 
dem ſpectet. 1. Theſſ. 5. 12,13: Know thoſe that are among you and over you ir 
the Lord, and eſteem them highly indove for their Works ſake. As every mans 
Wife, Children*and Servants muſt be uſed for the common good, and yer 
are not common, one mans Wife and Children are not anothers; So the 
Biſhop of London, of Oxford &c. muſt govern his Church for the good of the 
Univerſal; but he is not the Biſhop of Glowceſter, Norwich, Paris, Rome. 

Theſe are differences engw to conſtitute a awmerical difference of Church- 
es: Pauldiſtinguiſheth the Biſhops of Philippi, Epheſus, &c. from others. 

Do you yet ſee no Preuleages that one hath Proper, and not common to 
all ? none that make a difference #2 /pecie, but both numerical and gradual, 
1. All Churches have not Biſhop Jewel, Billop Andrews, Do&or Stilline- 
fleet, Doctor Sherlock to be their Teachers: All Churches be not taught all 
that's in this Reſolver. 2. All Churches have not men of the ſame ſound- 
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neſs nor excellency of Parts: It was once taken for lawful to account them 
ſpecially my of double bonour who laboured in the Word and Dottrine, and to 
eteem men for their works ſake. Paul faith of Timothy, I bave no man like 
»:inded. If thoſe that heard not a Sermon in many years differed not from 
your Congregation, why do youpreach ? 

| 2m reproacked in Print for telling the world this notorious truth ; That 1 
lived till ten years old, where four men, four years hired ſacceſlively were 
Readers and School-maſters; two Preached ( as it was called ) once a 


Month, the other two never : Two drank themſelves to beggery. After 


| lived where many Pariſhes about us had no Preachers : The Pariſh that I 
lived in, had a Church with a Vicar that never preached, and a Cha 
with a Parſon eighty years old, that had two Livings twenty Miles diſtant, 
and never cht : His Son a Reader and Stage-player was ſometime his 
Curate: His Grand-ſon, my School-maſter, his Curate next that, never 
preacht in his jo but drunk himſelt to Deggery- - One muy a Taylor read 
the Scripture, the old man (the beſt of them all ) ſaid the Commmon- 
Prayer without book ( for want of ſight.) The next year a Threſher 
read the Scripture. After that a Neighbours Son (my er) was Cu- 
rate, who never preacht but once, and that when he was drunk, (in my 
hearing ) on Mar. 25. Come ye Bleſſed, and go ye Cwrſed;] the ſaddeſt Ser- 
mon that ever I heard. Theſe things were no rarities: Now my aſſertion 
is, That the Church that had ſuch as Auſtin, Chryſoſtome, Fewel, Andrews, 
and ſuch worthy men as London now hath many, had Priviledges diſtinct 
from theſe, ( and many the like ) that I was in. | 

If you ſay that every Biſhop and Preacher is as much the Biſhop and 
Preacher to all other ſingle Churches, as to that which is his Title ; then 


1. He muſt be condemned for not reaching them all. 2. Then he may claim 


maintenancefrom them all. 3. Then he may intrude into any mans Charge, 
4- Then no Church is unchurcht for want of a Biſhop, for any one Bi- 
ſhop is Biſhop to every-Church in the World ; and ſo ubi Epiſcopus ibi 
Eccleſia, fignifieth but that Church and Biſhop are on the ſame Earth ; and 
Eccleſia eſt Plebs Epiſcopo adunata may be verified if there be but one in the 
World. 5. And ſo Mr. Dodzell and ſuch are ſelf-confuted before you are 
aware : Geneva, Holland, and all Presbyterians are true Churches, for they 
have all Biſhops ; e. g. The Biſhop of London is Biſhop to them all : For if 
one man be no more a Member of one ſingle Church than of another, and 
io no more, a SubjeCt to one Biſhop than to another, then one Biſhop is no 
more Paſtor of one Church than of another. 

7. And how can yon magnife the Church of England for a Wiſe, Learn- 


ed, Pious Clergy above other Churches, if all Priviledges be common, and | 


they have no proper Paſtors of their own. 
8. Do you think that the Church, e. g. Of Hippo, that was in Auſtins 
dayes, was the ſame numerical flngle Church with that which isthere now, 
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( were there any ) or with the Dioceſan Church of London ? if not, then 
at leaſt diſtance of cs and change of Perſons maketh- divers Particular 
Churches;and it's no mvre againſt the unity of the Church Univerſal to have 


divers particular Churches in it in the ſame Age, than in divers Ages. 

In ſhort, Diverſity of matter and form maketh a numerical Diverſity 
( as of Natural, fo) of Politick Bodies of the ſame /pecies : But the Church- 
es of Epheſus, Smyrna, Thyatira, Philadelphia, &c. were of divers matter and 
form numerically ; Ergo they were divers Political Churches. 

Sure God doth not commend Laodicea for Philadelphia's Church Virtues, 
nor condemn the Church of Philadelphia for the other Churches Sins. 

And if the Angels be Biſhops, why are ſome Biſhops praiſed as the Bi- 
ſhops of ſuch Churches, and the Biſhops of other Churches threatned. 

But I confeſs this is a ready way to end the Controverſies between the 
Biſnops of ſeveral Churches which ſnall be greateſt, if they be all but one. 

Bur I hope that when the Biſhop of Rome and his Church was corrupted, 
it is not true that every Biſhop and Church fell with him, ( or with any 
that hath turned to Mahumetaniſm.) : 

Tobe no longer on this, (whigh I thought no Prelatiſf would ever have 
put me on ) if theſe men ſpeak not notoriouſly _ Scripture, againſt 
the conſtaur Language of Canons and Fathers, Hiſtorians and Lawyers, 
and all Antiquity, and all Chriſtian Countreys and Divines, ( yea, even 
thoſe that at Trene would have had only the Pope to be of immediate Divine 
Right)then I know not any thing by Reading. And if poor Nonconformiſts 
mult be put to defend themſelves againſt ſuch ſingularities, and be Schiſma- 
ticks unleſs they will differ from all the Chriſtian World of all Ages, there 
is no Remedy. __ 

F. 7. But p.5,6. he tells us, [ that a Churchis made by a Divine Covenant— 
God only can conſtitute a Church : Such Perſons, if there be any ſo abſurd, are not 
worth diſputing with, who dare affirm the Church to be an humane Creature, or 
the invention of men. And no Church can depend on humane Contratts ; for 
then a Church would be a humane Creature and Conſticution, whereas.a Church gaz 
be founded only on a Diume Covenant —— 

1. Who wouldthink but this man were a Nonconformiſt, that talks 
ſo like them ( e. g. Ameſius in Medal, Theol.) againſt humane Church Forms ? 
But what then will Biſhop B#ſon, and almoſt all other Biſhops and Chriſti- | 
ans be thought of, who Patriarchaland Metropolitical Churches ( and 
many of the Dioceſane) to be bfit humane Conſtitutions and Inventions. 
And if theſe be not worth the diſputing with, it ſeems, that you differ from 
them more than Separatiſts do: and then were not all theſe Schiſmaticks ? 
and then, are not you a Schiſmatick if you communicate with them ? yea, 
your Mr. Dodwe! himſelf maketh Dioceſan Ch to be a humane Crea- 
ture; and A. Biſhop Bromball much pleadeth for mans powertomake Patri- 
archal'Churches.; and ſo do ſuch NE | 

2. But >* 
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2. Bat is it trne that humane ContraQts make not .a Church ? 4:/. Not 
alone : But I thiak that all Charches are made by mutual Contratts, and 
humane is one part of that which is mutual. hs 

I. As to the Univerſal Church, 1. God as Legiſlator and Donor, inſti- 
tuteth the ſpectes of 'at—nag rs, Ju Baptiſm, and therein he commandeth 
mans conſent to his offered Coyenanr ;, and conditionally promiſeth to be our 
God : But, Conditionale nibil pome in efſe : This much maketh no Chriſtian, 
nor Church. To command a man to be a Chriſtian, and conditionally to 
promiſe him life if he will be one, proveth him not to be one; elſe all 
were Chriſtians that rejeCt an offered Chriſt. 

2. But when man conſenterh and covenanteth with God, then Gods condi- 

tional gift becomes aftual and efficacious, the man being a capable Recipi- 
ent, and not before: and in this it is the Contract that is the Fundament um 
Relationis ;, but a {ingte Promiſe is not a mutual Covenant or Contratt. 
- Sothat it is no wiſer Divinity to ſay,Gods Covenant and not mans conſent, 
Covenant or Contratt with God, doth make Chriſtians, and the univerſal 
Church ; than itmis ſober Reaſon to ſay, That Gods Inſtitution of Marri- 
age or Magiſtracie only doth-make the Reſatioh of Hushand and Wife, with- 
out their covenanting conſent, or doth make Common-wea'!ths, without 
the conſent or Covenant of Sovereign and Subjects. Did this DoCtor think 
that Yoluntarineſs is not as neceſſary to the Relation of Chriſtianity as to 
the Relation of Prince and Subjects ; yea,. or of Husband and Wife? if he 
do, he is ſhamefully'miſtaken. Baptiſm delivereth men poſſeſſion of Par- 
don, Grace and ri7ht to Glory ;, and can men have this againſt their wills? One 
would think by the Doctrine and courſe of ſome men, that they could 
force m2n to Pardon and Salvation ! if I believed that their force could 
accompliſh this, I would never call it Perſecution. If they can force men 
to be true Chriſtians, they may force them to be juſtifyed and ſaved ; and 
then they are very uncharitable if they do not : Let them then ceaſe preach- 
ing anddiſputing us to their Opinion, but bring us all to Heaven whether 
wewill or not. 

Yea the ſelf-contradiCtor, playing faſt and looſe, cqnfeſſeth p.s. That 
0 man at age can be admitted to Baptiſm, till he profeſs his faith in Chriſt, and 
voluntarily undertake the Baptiſmal Yow » And is not that humane Covenarnt- 
wo ? 

Yea, he knoweth that the Liturgie maketh even Neighbours or Stran- 
gers, vow 2nd covenant, bath in the name of the Child and for the Child. 
And ſo neceſſary doth the Epiſcopal Church think h«mane Covenanting, that 
without this no Child muſt be Baptized publickly though the Parents would 
covenant, and that they can neither for Love nor Money ( for many poor 
men hire Godfathers ) get any one ( much lefs three) who examined, will 
ſeriouſly purpoſe to. perform the Covenant for the Childs holy Education 
which they make | 

[I. But 
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” II. But is not humane Covenanting a cauſe of fingle Church Relation 2s well 
' as of univerſal? I ſee no cauſe to doubtit; and I am ſare that the Church 
for a thouſand years ( before aud hince Popery came in ) havedeclared him 

no Biſhop that comes in without con/exr of Clergie and: People ; which + 

Conſent js their covenanting act. 4 

To make a ſingle Church,manifold conſent goeth to the Furdamentum Re- 

Lationis. 1. God commandeth fingle Church Officers, order and. 6onſent, 

and promiſeth them his bleſſing where they are met : The d and his * 

Angels are among them-: No command is vain, and without a virtual Pro- | 

. miſe. 2. To this a threefold humane conſent is needful, Ordinarily : 

1. the Perſons called. 2. The Ordainers ( when it may be had.) +3. The 
' Peoples. He that formerly, from the Apoſtles dayes,for a thouſand years, 

ſhould have ſaid, that neither the covenanting, that is the cox/err of the 

Paſtor, or People, or Ordainers, is neceſſary to the Fundamentum of a fin- 

gle Church Relation or Form, would have been taken for a wild-brain'd 

Schiſmatick ar leaſt. 

$. 8. But ſaith this Doctor ( and another of them ) & p. 6. Bur the Inde- 
pendent Church Covenaxt berwth Paſtor and people, 1s of a very different nature 
from this : Unleſs any man will ſay, that the voluntary Contratt and Covenant which 
the Independents exatt from their Members, and wherein they place a Church ſtate, 
be part of the Baptiſngal vow ;, if it be not, then they found the Church upon a bu- 
mane Covenant ;, for Chriſt hath made but one Covenant wuh Mankind which is 
contained in the Vow of Bapriſm ;, if it be, then no man is a Chriſtian but an Inde- 
: Anſ. Alas for the Chuxch that is m_ at this rate ! 
r. I never ſaw what Independents do in this caſe; but I think none of 
them that are Sober own any other ſort of Church. but the aniver/al, and /a- 
gle Churches as members of it, and therefore require no Contralt but 1. To 
the Covenant of Baptiſm or Chriſtianity. 2. To the Duties of their par- 
ticular Church-relation. , | | 

2. And nothing is hereof neceſſity but manifeſted Conſent ( which is a 
real Contract ) but a clearer or a darker, an explicite or implicite conſent 
differ only ad mebins eſe. y | 

3. Is not God the Author of Magiſtracy,. Marriage, &c. And ss it any 
violation of Gbds part, if Rulers and People, Husband and Wife be Co- 
venanters by his command ? 

4- Is it any renuntiation of Baptiſm to promiſe at Ordination to obey 
the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhop, and to take the Oath of Canonical Obedience ? 
Is it not ſtill exated ? Are not the Takers of it obliged ? are not Covenants 
impoſed on all that will be Miniſters 'in the aft of Uniformity ? are not 
multitudes xept out and caſt out for not-making theſe Covenants? Quo re 
neam nodo, &c. How {hould one deal with ſuch ſlippery men? G Mr. 
Zachary Camary that wrote to have all men to covenant Submiſlion to Biſhops © 
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and Pariſh Miniſters, did not dream that it was any violation of Bap- 
tim. | 
5. Donot men owe duty to their Paſtors which they owe to no others ? 
I not, put them not on it : Why are you angry with them for going from 
you ? Why doth the Canon ſuſpend thoſe that receive them to Communion 
from another Pariſh that hath no Preacher? Why are we ruined for not 
covenanting as aforeſaid ? if yea, then isit againſt Baptiſm to promiſe to 
do our duty ? 

6. But hath God commanded or inſtituted no Covenant but Baptiſm ? 
Yes ſure, the Matrimonial at leaſt ; and I think Ordination is covenanting 
for the Miniſtry : Did not the Apoltle As 14. 23. ordain Elders in every 
Church? if you would have [by S«frage} left ont of the Tranſlation, no 
ſober man can doubt but it was by the Peoples conſent ; and was it without 
their conſent that Titzs was to ordain Elders in every City ? Could any then 
come otherwiſe in? Did not all Churches hold and praCtiſe this after, and 
was it none of Gods Inſtitution ? If ſo, God requireth us not to take any 
of you for our Biſkpps or Paſtors : Who then requireth it ? What meaneth 
Paul when he ſaith, they gave up themſelves ro The Lord and to us, by the Will 

God, ; | 
124 Can the wit of man imagine how it 8 poſlible without conſent, for a 


man to be made the Paſtor of any Flock?Who ever ordaiged a man againſt his 


will? or for any man to have Title againſt his will, to the proper over- 

ht and paſtoral care of any one Paſtor, or the priviledges of any Church ? 
If any thiak they may be cramm'dand drencht with the Sacrament, or that 
an unwilling man may have a ſealed pardon and gift of Salvation delivered 
him, he will make a new Goſpel. And how any particular Paſtor is bound 
to give that man the Sacrament ordinarily, that conſents not ordinarily to 
receive it ofhim, I know not. No man is a member of any City, or- any 
Company of Free-men in the City, but by mutual conſent ; and the Oath 
of Allegiance and Supremacy to the King maketh not the Oath of a Gitizen 
as ſuch or of a Member of a Company as ſuch, uglawful. | 

8. Doth this DoCtor think that he ever 'yet proved to ſober men, 
that the Covenant aforeſaid, of Godfathers ang Godmothers, to make 
Chriftians, and members of the univerſal Church, is more (or ſomuch ) 
of Gods Inſtitution, than the ContraCft or Conſent between Biſhops or Pa- 
ors and People to make a ſingle Political Church ? | 

9. If it follow not, that no man is the Kings Subje&t that ſweareth not to 
the City ; It will not follow, that none isa Chriſtian, but an-Independent, or 
Church-conſenter. 

10. How are your Pariſh or Dioceſan Church members known to-your 
ſelves or any others? Are all that dwell in the Pariſh or Dioceſs your Church 
members ? Then Atheiſts, Sadducees, Hodbiſts,and all vicious men aud thou- 
fands that neyer communicate are ſuch : Yea thoſe that you call Separatilts, 
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If it be every tranſient Communicant, have you. a proper Paſtoral care” of - 
every Travellers Soul that ſo-communicates with you? You after plead that 
his very ordinary Communion maketh him not a member, if. he be unwil- 
ling to be one, And is not his conſent then neceſſary ? Or if ordinary Com- 
munion be the telt ( how few then of great Pariſhes are of the Church). yet 
ny is becauſe ſuch Communion ſigniheth their Confeat to your over-lighr 
of them. S « 

F. 9. But it's much to be approved which p. 5. and oft he faith, that 
to be taken imto Covenant with God, and to be recevved into the Church is the very 
ſame thing, as to the Univerſal Church. By which all his groſs -Schiſmati- 
cal runs. Feb afterwards are confated. No man then is out of the Church 
that is not out of the Baptiſmak Covenant, either by not raking it, or by re- 
nouncing ſome Eſſential part of it? And when will he prove,that to take kim: 
rather than Dr, Bates that was caſt out, to be a Teacher or Paſtor at Duz- 
ſtans, or totake this man and not another to be the Lawful Biſhop or Prieſt, 
andtoobey him inevery Oath and Ceremony, is anEſſential part of the Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant, or of Chriſtianity ? But ſuch a rope of,Sand, as Mr.  Dad- 
well and this man tye together to bind men to their SeCt,will ſerve turn with - 
ſome that know not who f} Truth, by any ſurer way than prejudice. 

$. 10. His Doctrine of Separation and gathering Churches out of Churches is 
anon to be *conlidered : But whereas he addes, p. 7. { Theſe men convers 
Chriſtians from commen Cbriſtianity, and the Congmazion of the Univerſal Church 
to Independency. ] 

Anſ. My acquaintance with them-is ſmall, ſave by reading their Books: 
And there are few Men of any Common Denomination ( Epilcopal, or 
other) that are not in many things diſagreed. But I mult in Charity to them 
ſay, that as far as I can judgeby their Writings or Speech, he palpably 
flandereth them; and that none that are grave and fobtr among them. do : 
ſeparate their Churches from the common Chriſtianity or the Univerſal 
Church, any more than the Company of Stationers, Ironmongers, &c.-are 
ſeparated from” the City of London, or Londen from - England, or Trinity 
Colledge from the Univerlity of Cambridee or Oxford. 1 never met with . 
man, and I am confident, never ſhall do, that doth not take his Independent 
Church to be part of the Univerſal, and Dependent as a part on the whole. 
If belying others topt at words, the wrong were {mall: But when it's tnade 
but the ſtairs to hatred and,deſtroying, it's* his way tocure Schiſm that is 
commonly painted with Horns and Cloven feet.If a man come from a Coun- 
trey Village and be made by Covenant a Citizen of Lonaon,. how prove you 
that he renounceth King or Kingdom ? ' 

But he ſaith, p. 9. Thoſe who wilfully ſeparate from the Corporation to which + 
the Charter was granted, forfeit their Intereſt m the Charter. 

Anſ. What Reader doth this man preſume upon that will not ask him, - 
bow he proveth 1. That Gods Law or Charter to .l1s Church doth nat re- 
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mre them to congregate im diſtin fingle Churches ( 25 London Charter 
oth to ere ſeveral Companies, and the Univerlities ſeveral Colledges ? ) 

2. And that God hath not in his Word given order or command for ſuch 
lingle Churches: But that the Apoſtles and Tiws by fixing Elders to their 
ſeveral Churches and Cities, ſeparated from the Univerſal Church ? 3. And 
that their ſubordinate Churches have not need of diſtin fabordinate con- 
ſent and duty : Atd that our Dioceſan Churches all ſeparate from the Uni- 
verſal ? Did he think theſe things need no proof at all? 

It may be he will ſay that the Dioceſan depend on the Univer ſal, but the Pre/- 
vyrervan or Independent do not. 

| Anſwer, Dependance is either that of Suvjetts on Soveraign or Magi- 
ſtrates for Government, or that of a Community of Equals for Communion. In 
the former reſpect they depend on none but Chriſt as Univerſal Soveraign, 
Nor on any Foriegners for Governments : In the latter, they depend on all 
true Churches for Communion : And Dottor Hammond and moſt Dioceſans 
hitherto have ſaid that Dioceſan Churches are thus far Independent or Nati- 
oral at moſt. . 

And if any be for a Forreign Juriſaition, in Charity before they perſwade 
England to it, they ſhould procure them a Diſpenſation from all the Oaths, 
that have ſworn all this Kingdom againſt endeauonring any change of Govern- 
ment, and againſt a Foreizn Furiſdittion: For ſome Fanaticks now Dream 
that PER is the Mark of the Bealt, affd that x £ « (which is the number of 
his Name, is nominal as well as numeral, and refers to [| CH-urch x ( and 
S Tate 7 ( For as for them that find a -ans name in ghem, I abhorr their 
Expoſition more. ) 

8. 11. P.g. [God (ſaith he) bathnor made any Covenant in particular with 
the Church of Geneva, France or England, ©c. 

A. 1. God hatlf made one General Law, for Chriſtians congregating 
with their fixed Elders or Biſhops in particular Churches all the World 
over : And his Command is not without Promiſe of being with them to the 
End of the World; and that Promiſe becometh a Promiſe to every Church 
ſo congregate. God hath not made diſtinCt Laws or Promiſes toevery Chri- 
ftian : But the Promiſe to Juſtific all Believers juſtifieth each ſingle Perſon 
when he believeth. If the King ſhould mfke one common Law to command 
all his Subjefts that are Freeholders to, live in Corporations or Hundreds, 
deſcribed with their priviledges, thoſe priviledges would be all theirs that 
are ſo incorporated : As one Charter may Priviledge every London Compa- 
ny, diverſified by ſubordinate Agreements. 

2. Ard that God who will have them thus incorporated and diſtributed in- 
to ſeveral ſingle Churches, doth Covenant (or Promiſe) according to their 
demerits to each. Do I need to recite the peculiar Promiſes and threats to 
the ſeven Aſiar Churches, Rev.2. and 3. which are Covenants to them ? 

$. 12. Next Pag. 10. He will tell us what Communion is, and in many 
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words, it is totell us that Communion is nothing bus Union : 1 know that quoad = 
notationem nominss, Communion may ſignifie, Union with others: But they that 
write Politicks have hitherto diſtinguiſhed Union and Communion, taking 
Communion for A@tual Communication, or exerciſe of the duties of men in 
Union? But to ſpeak croſs to other Writers on the ſame Subjects and give 
no reaſon for it, and to confound Union and Communion, is one part of this 
edifying Reſolution. 

S. 13. Pag. 11. [ Our Communion with the Church conſiſts in being members of 
the Church, which we are made by Bajtiſm, ] (faith he.) 
Then the Baptized are ſtil] in Communion with the Chorch, till their 


- baptiſm be nullified : Ard hath he prayed ns Apoltates ? 


F. 14. Pas. 12. Should any man who is nd'member of the Church, nor owns 
himſelf to be fo, intrude into the Church and Communicate in all Holy Offices, it's 
no Att of Communion, &c. 

A. 1 thought communicating ordinarily in Holy Offices, had gone for an 
owning © of Communion : If it do not, would you woulſdiell us how to - 
know who are of your Church, 

F. 15. P.13. Saith he ( Church-Commuznion does mot conſiſt in particular As 
of Communion, which can be performed among thoſe who are preſent and Netzhbours, 
but in memberſhip : Now as a member is a member of the whole Body ( not meerly 
of any part of it, &c.) All the Subjes of England ho never /aw nor converf 
with each other, are members of the ſame Kingdoms] 

A. 1. That word [| meerly ] hath: more Craft than Juſtice gr Honeſty : 
Meerly ſignifieth Onty#l ſuppole ;z and if he*would make his Rader think 
that they that are for ſmgle Church peeuliar memberſhip and conſent, do take 
themſelves to be [ meerly or orly ] members of thoſe lingle CAurches, and 
not of the Univerſal, it 1s ſhameleb injury. . | 

2. Will he ever draw men to conformity by making them believe,that be- 
cauſe they owe Common Communion to all Chriſtians, therefore we awe 
no ſpeciaÞduty to the Biſhops, Prieſts, Churches or Neighbours where ;we 
are {etled? Do the Men of ape- Celledge, School, Corporation, owe ng 
more duty to that than to all ot Dothe Free-holders of Bedford-ſhire 
chooſe Knights for Middleſex ; or the Citizens of Oxf9rd choole Officers in 
London? Theſe ſeem ſtrange Reſolutions to us. | 

3.Bur doth he remember that [if Communion conſeſt not in Act; of Communion to 
ſuch,but in memberſhip even withithe diſtant,] then he that 15 baptized, and no A- 
poltate,and performeth no other Acts of Commumon to the etenuion Or 
People where he liveth, than he is bound to perform to them a hundred or thon- 
fund miles off, is no Separatiſt. Methinks this favours Separation too much. 

C. 16. Pag. 14. When he denyed any Digine Covenant to make us nienibers 
of particular Churches diſtinruſh't from the Univerſal ( as all National, Dio- 
ceſan and Parochial are, as parts from the ghole ) he preſcatly: confuteth 
all again, ſaying { The exerciſe of C hburch Communoa asto moſt of the parrt- 

cul rr. 


(16) 
cular duties and Offices of it muſt be confined to a particular Church and Conorega- 
'r10n ( for we cannot attually joyn in the Communion of Prayers and Sacraments, &C. 
but with ſome particular Church.) ; 

A. Oportat fuiſſe memorem, — 1. Reader, doth not this man here confeſs 
that there are particular Churches ? 2. If theſe benot diſtin& from the 
whole, then each -particular is the whole. 3. If the Exerci/e muſt be in £4 
particular Churches, muſt not men Conſent to their Relations and Duties ? ry 
1s it a fin to Promiſe Duty ? 4. Sure it 15s not meer Place, but a mutual Re- N 
lation of Paſtors and People that diſtinguiſheth theſe Churches. The Pref. 
byterians preach't once in the ſame Places that you do, and yet you take : 
them not for the ſame Church Paſtors. If one from York or Cornwall come » 
into your Pulpit without conſegt, daxPeople ſtand as much related to him as 
to you ? Some men are of extraordinary ſufficiency to reſiſt and conquer 
the cleareſt evidence of Truth. 

But he addes [ every Aft of Communion tho performed to ſome particular Church, 5 
is and muſt be an Att of Communion with the whole Catholick Church. ®] ie 

A. And whordenyeth this? No ſober Independent or Presbyterian that 
ever I met with. It's a weighty Truth. *® 

S. 17. P. 14. Saith he [ Praying, and Hearing and Receiving the Lords Sup- 
per together doth not make us more 1n Communion with the Church of England chan 
with ajry other true and Orthodox part of the Church, tho in the remoreſt part of 
ebe World. } 

A. 1 think that's not true: With the remoteſt parts you have only Ca- 
tholick Cogpmunion with the Church Univerſal: In England and London you 
have that and more; even ſpecial ſubordinate Comnfunion with your own 
King, Biſhop and Flock. We 

2. And hath not the Church of England ſuch Communion in obedience to 
its own Laws; (as the AQt of Uniforfnity, ) Convocation and Canons, 
which you havenot with all abroad ? Do your Biſhops in Convocation make 
Canon Laws for all the World ? Do you Swear Canonical obedience as much 
to the Biſhop of Paris, or Haffma, &c. as to your Ordinary ? Do the Ca- 
nouns of all Churches impoſe our Liturgy,or ip/o fatto excommunicate all that 
affirm any thing in it, or our Cer es or Church Government, to be 
againſt Gods word ? Sure this isa peculiar kind of Communion. 

3. If not, why are all the Nonconformiſts caſt out that offer to officiate 
” and Communicate on ſach terms as are common to all ſound Churches? 

Pag. 15. Saith he [ There ts nothing in all theſe Att of Communion which does 
more peculiarly unite us r0 ſuch a particular Church than to the whole Chriſtian 
Church. 

A. hue ackbes intheſe Ats nor any other!Then we are no more bound 
to hear you, or maintain you a#our Paſtor, than to hear -and maintain the 
whole Chriſtian Church. 

S. 18. P.20. Sakh he [ There 5s no other Rule of Catholick; Communion for 
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private Chriſtians, but to communicatee in all Religious Offices and al Afts of Ge- 
vernment and. Diſcipline with Chriſtians thoſe with whom they lie. 

A. 1. Elſewhere you added [_ /ound and Orthodox: ] Elle they that live 
with Arians, Socinians, Papiſts ( 1n Spain, France, Jtaly, &c.) are bound 
to communicate with them 1n all Religious Offices and obey them. 2. This 
concludeth, that where Presbytery or Independency is the way of the place 
where we live, all muſt thus communicate and obey. The King and Cu- 
ſtom then may make any way to become our Duty. 3. If you tell us that 
it's only with the Sound and Orthodox, you were as good ſay nothing, unle( 
you tell us who muſt judge that, whether the People themſelves, or who 
tor them. 4. But if this be the ozly rale for private Chriſtians,what ſhall the y 
do, e. g. in eFrhiopa, Erypt, Syria, and many other Countreys where the 
- Churches are ſuch as General Councils and other Churches judge He- 
reticks or Schiſmaticks? And what ſhall they do, when at Antioch, Alexan- 
dria, Conſtantinople, &c. one party is nppermolt ( by the Judgment of 
Councils and Prince ) one Year, and another contrary party the next. 
And what ſhall they do where the Prince equally tolerateth both, and it's 
hard to know which is the more numerous? as in Zeno's and Anaſtaſins 
Reign, &c. And what ſhall they do when many Charches in one City-are of 
divers Tongues, as well as Cuſtoms? Have the Greeks, French and Dutch 
in London no rule of Catholick Communion but communicating in all Off- 
ces with the Engliſh, and obeying all your Biſhops Courts ? . 

F. 19. P. 21. Saith he [ DiſtintÞ and particular Churches which are in Com- 
munion with each other, mu#t have their diftinft bounds and limits, as every member 
has it's natural and proper place, and Situation in the Bddy. ] 

A. Why may not the Greeks, Dutch and French live in Communion with 
the Churches London though they live diſperſedly among them! ln 
Brandenburg, Haſſia, and many free Cities, and Belgia, where Lutherans 
and Calviniſts (as called) live together, and own each other as Brethren, 
why may not both be Churches of Chriſt ? . 

F. 20. P.21,22. A greatdeal morehe hath of the like, making Schiſma- 
ticks at his Pleaſure. [ This is plain in the Caſe of the Preſbyterian and Inde- 
pendent Churches and thoſe other Conventicles — They are Churches in a Church, 
--- Nothing can ju$tifie the Diftinttion of Chriitians into ſeveral Churches, but on- 
ly ſuch a asitance of place as makgs it neceſſary, &c. p. 22. Di#tintt Churches in 
the ſame place can never be under the ſame Communion. - 

A. Theſe things are repeated fo ofr, and the word [ ſeparate] ſodeceit- 
fully rolled over and over, that I will anſwer all together under his third 
Cale at the End. . 

F. 21. P. 27. Sec how openly he recanteth moſt aforeſaid : © Theres 4 
&« /ence indeed wherein we may be ſaid to be members of one particular Church con- 
© fidered as ditintt from all other particular Churches : Bat that principally con- 
&« iits in Government and Diſcipline. Every Chriftion is a member of the Whole 
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«Chriſtian Church, and in Communion with it, but he 1s under the immediate in- 
** trutiion and Government of his on Biſhop and Preſbyters, and 3s bound to per ſo- 
& nal Communion with them, and this conſtitutes a particular Church, in which all 
& Att: of Worſhip and all Aits of Diſcigline and Government are under the Dirett;- 
&« 0n arid condutt of a particular Biſhop. ] 

A. Omitting that he ſeemeth to make the Parochial Churches no Church- 
es, but parts of one, here he ſaith all that he ſeemed to write againſt, and 
that thoſe that he reproacheth hold, allowing the difference of the extexr 
of Churches, And is1t Edifying to read ſuch a diſcourſe, that ſaith and un- 
ſaith by ſelf-contradiftion ? And he adjoyns 28. p. how by agreement 
Patriarchal and National Churches are made ! And is not Agreement a hu- 
mane Contract ? 


CHAP. II. 


Of his firft Cafe, 


$. 1. Are 31. His firſt Caſe, *Wherther Communion with ſome Church 7 
. & other be a neceſſary Duty incumbent on Chriſtians : ] And he thinks 
*the Reſolution of this is as plain, as whether it be neceſſary for every man ro be a 
& Chriſtian : For every Chriſtian is baptized into the Commumon of the Church. 

A. In this I know no Chriſtian adverſary to him: But it being the Vni- 
verſal Church that he giveth his proof of neceſſary Communion with, it's 
odde to ſay, We muſt have Communion with ſome Church or other : As if there 
were more than one Univerſal Church. 2. But we grant more, that all that 
can well, ſhould be alſo members of ſome ſingle Church. 

$. 2. P. 32. He ſaith [© External and Attual Communion is an Eſſential du- 
&« ry of a Church-member ( meaning a Chriſtian.) ] 

A. 1. And yet before he denyed that Communion lay eſſentially in this 
Exerciſe, but only in Vion - Yea and Nay is hs Cuſtom. 2. Some few 
Chriſtians ( as thoſe that live where ſuch Communion cannot be had with- 
out ſin, &c. ) are not bound to it ; therefore it is not true that it is Efential 
to Univerſal Church-memberſhip. And I think ſickneſs endeth not the cſ- 
ſentials, that difableth men. | -* 

3. Note Reader, that by this mans DoCtrine we are all nnchriſtened” and 
damned if we do not gather into diſallowed Churches, if we be unjuſtly 
caſt out of the allowed ones: For all muſt be Church members that will be 
Chriſtians, and an unjuſt Excommunication cannot diſoblige us from Chri- 
ftianity, nor bind us to conſent to be damned. Now read the 5* 6" 5" 
8), &c. Canons of the Church of England, which ipſo fafto Excommunicate 
all that affirm any thing in their Licurgy, Articles, Ceremonies or Govern- 
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* ment ſinful, and anſwer Spalatenſis arguments againſt Excommunicating # /o 
fa#to,and prove all this juſt,and = may prove what you will juſt. But you Fe 
where he layeth the Controverite: If any be Excommunicated without ſuffici- 
ent cauſe,or by Lay Civilians to whom God never gave that power,or by ſuch 
Biſhops or Paſtors as have no juſt Authority for want of a true call or Con- 

© AFfent;or if any unlawful thing be made neceſſary to Communiou,all ſuch per- 
> fſonsmuſtby his own confeſſions hold Church-communion whether theſe im- 
G poſers will or not ; for all Chriſtians are bound to be of ſome Church. 
| S. 3- P- 33, 34. He faith that [ None but publick Prayers are the Prayers of 
4 the Church properly, and atts of Communion, that is, ſuch as are offered by the 
hands of men authorized and ſet apart for that purpoſe, &C, ] | 
'F _ Who would have thought that we are more tor the Liturgy than 
he? I undertake to prove, that all the Reſponſal Prayers, and all the Li- 
tany Prayers, in which the Miniſter names but the matter to them, and 
the People make it a Prayer by ſpeaking the petitioning parts, are all the = 
publick Prayers of the Church, and ſo are all the petitioning Pſalms ſpoke 
or ſung by the People, and not only that which is offered by the Priett : 1 
do not think that he believeth what he carelelly ſaith here, himſelf. 
But the Independents are ſtiffer for his firlt Theſis ( of the neceſlity of 
Church-communiog ) - than he is, his unfit words I paſs by. 


— — md 


s CHAP. III. 
Of his ſecond Caſe. 


F. 1. 'K; HE next queſtion of Occaſional Communion as diltinft from fixed, 

he turns out of doors, as if there could be no ſuch thing, and it's 
very true as tothe Church univerſal ; but as to viſible, aftual Communion . 
with this or that particular Church, it is not true. 

1. A Traveller of another Country, who on his journey c eth 
with every Church where he paſleth, is not a fixed Member of that Church : 
for, :. The Paſtor or Biſhop' hath not that peculiar Charge of him as of | 
fixed members. 2. He is not bound where he paſſeth to take ſuch notice of 
the lives of Communicants bp Paſtors, and to admoniſh the Offenders, and | 
tell the Church, as fixed members are. 3. He hath not the right in chooſe=! * 
ing Paſtors or Deacons as the fixed Members have. 4. An itinerant Biſhop 
in tranſitu is not their fixed Biſhop; ergo an Iterant Lay-man isnot a fixed | 
Member. : Ls vinerd 

The ſame I may ſay of one that is a fixed member of another Church in, 
the ſame City, and cometh to that only to lignifie univerſal Communion, pr 
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reighbourly ; which, thongh he deny to be lawful, 1 ſhall further prove 
anon. 30 
And the ſame I may ſay of thoſe that dwell where there is no fixed in- 
gle Church at all, for want of a Paſtor, but they-congregate only when ſome 
!trange Miniſter pafſeth through the Town. 
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CHAP. IV. 
His third Caſe. 


'S.7 P*E 48, 49. He reſolveth his third Caſe : [Whether tr be [awful to 

Communcate with two diſtintt ard ſeparart Churches] negatively, 
and faith, [ /t is contrary to all the Principles of Church Commumon,as any thins 
can poſſibly be; it is tobe contrary toour ſelyes, it 15 Communicating with Schiſm - 
That the Presbyterian and Independent Churches have made an attual ſeparation from 
the Church of England he hath evidently proved; = and they are Schiſmaticks, 
and to communicate with them 1s to partake in their Schiſm ;, and if Schiſm be a orear 
fin, and that which will damn us as ſoon as Adultery and Murther, then ut muſt 
needs be a dangerous thing to communicate with Schiſmaticks. And p. 42. There 
carmot be two diftintt Churches in one place, one for occaſional, and another for 
conſtant Communion, without Schiſm. 7] 

Anſ. To fave thoſe that are willing from the Poyſon of theſe Schiſinati- 
cal Doctrines, lapt up in confuſion by men that abhor diſtin&tion, or un- 
derſtand not what they ſay ; I will firlt lay down that truth that he fights 
againſt, with convincing evidence, and then ſhew you the miſchief of his 
falſe DoCtrine and Application. 

$. 2. The confuſion of theſe words [| Church, Communion, Separation and 
Schiſm] which every one ſignifie divers things, is the chiet means ta blind 
and deceive his Reader ; whether it do ſo by himſelf I know nor. 

I. The Word Church ſignifieth ſometime the univerſal Church ; ſome- 
timea ſingle ized Church as part of it, and ſometime hamane comHhi- 
nations of ſuch fingle Churches; and that into Dioceſan, Claſſical, Provin- 
Clal, Patriarchal, National, and Papal. | 

IF. The Specification and Nomination of Churches is from the formal 
cauſe, and the proper Government is that fornſ® @nd the Individuation is 
from matter and form, but principally from the form, 

HI. The Union of Paſtor and Flock in Relation makes that which is a 
form- aptitndinal ( as the Soul to the Body ) to be the form in 2&t (as the 
Union of Soul and Body )- and Gods command and conſent with the 
conſent of the neceſſary relate and correlate cauſe that unton. 

Iv. Union is in oxder to Communion, which is prumary by the exerciſe 
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- parts, which maketh it an intire Body. 5. Union in due temperament and 


their place, and be'quly qualified with Wiſdom, Love, Juſtice, Conſcience, 
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of the formal powers on the matter, and ſecondary by the aftion of all the 
perts according to their ſeveral capacities and Ofhces. 

V. The Union of the Church is of divers degrees. 1. The formal Union 
of the Head and Body, which maketh it eſſentially the [ Chriſtian Church. } 
2. The Urim of the parts among themſelves as Chriſtian, which maketh- 
them a Body capable of Union with the Head. 3. The Union of the parts 
25 unequal Organized, the Official with the reſt, which maketh it an Or- 
ganized Body, fit for its ſpecial uſe and welfare. 4. Union in #ntegrity of 


Qualities, which maketh it a healrhful Body. 6. Unity in Commou Acci-- 
dents, which make it a Comely Beautiful Body joined with the reſt. But, 7. 
Union in mutable Accidents is unneceſſary and impoſlible. 

VI. Theſe ſeveral degrees of Union are found in Bodies natnral and Poli- 
tick. 1. The Union of Soul and Body makes a man, and an Embryo be- 
fore it be organized. 2. The Union of the Body maketh it capable of the 
Souls further Operation. 3. The Union of the Organical, chicf parts, (as 
Heart, Lungs, &c.) to the reſt make it a true humane Body compleated- 
to the nutriment and aCtion of Life, 4. That it have Hands and Fingers, 
Feet and Toes, and all integral parts, makes K an intire Body. 5. The 
due lite, temperament and ities of each part make it a ſonnd Body. 
6. Comely colour, hair, a&ion, going, ſpeech, &c. make it a comely Body. 
7. To have all parts of equal quantity and office, would make it uncomely : - 
Aad to have the ſame hair, colour, &c. ts unneceſlary at all. 

1. The Union of King and Subjects as ſuch makes a Kingdom. 2. That” 
the Pedple be agreed ; for one conjunCt intereſt and Government maketh; 
them a Communty capable of Politie or Government. 3. That there be 
Judges, Maiors and Jultices, and ſubordinate Cities or Societies, maketh: 
it an Organized Body, in which Kingly Government may be exerciſed to. 
xsend, the common good. 4. That no profitable part be wanting, ( Judge, 
Juſtice, Sheriff, &c. ) maketh it an emire Kingdom: 5: That all know. 


Obedience to God firſt, to the Sovereign Power next, to Officers next, &c.. 
maketh it a ſound and fafe Kingdom. 6. That it be well ſituate, fertile,. 
rich, eminentin Learning, Skill, &c. maketh it an adorned beautiful King- 

dom. 7. That all be equal in Power and wealth ts deſtructive; and that 
all be of one Age, complexion, Alling, temper, degreg of knowledge, &c. 

is impoſtible : And that all taive the-fame language, clothing, utenkils, &c... 
is needleſs at leaſt. 

VII. Jefns Chrift is the only Univerſal Soveraign cf the Church, both 
of vital mflaence and Government ; nor hath he ſet up any under him, ei- 
ther Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, Democratical, or mixt, Pope, Councu 
or diffuſed Clergy, that hath the Power of Legiſlation and Judgmert as . 


gaverning the whole Chorch ; but only Officers that-per partes govern it. as 
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mong them, -each-in his Province, as Juſtices do the Kingdom, and Kings 
and States the World ; nor isany capable of more. 

YIIL. To ſet up any wnver/2! Legilators and Judge, ( Pope or Council ) 
is to ſet up an Uſurper of Chrilts Prerogative, called by many a Vice-Chriſt 
or an Antichrilt ; and as bad as making one man or Senate the Soveraign of 
all the Earth ; and toattempet the ſetting up of ſuch or any forrezgn Juri/ai- 
#ion in this. Land, is to endeavour to perjure the whole Kingdom that is 
ſworn againlt it in the Oath of Supremacy, and {worn never to endeavour 
any alteration of Government in Church or State in the Corporation Oath, 
the Veſtry Oath, the Adliria Oath, the Oxford Oath, with the Uniformity 
Covenants: And if any ſhould endeavour to introduce ſuch a forreign Jurit- 
diction who themſelves have had a hand in driving all the Kingdom to all theſe 
Oaths againſt ir, I donbt whether all the Powers of Hell can deviſe a much 

reater crime againſt Clergy, Cities, and all the Land. Good reaſon there. 

ore had Doctor 7/aac Barrow to write againlt it as he hath done, and to con- 
fate Mr. Thorndike, and all ſuch as of late go that pernicious way, by the pre- 
tence of Church Unionand Communion. As if one univerſal Soveraign and 
Legiſlator and Judge, were not enough to unite Chriſts Kingdom, or man 
could mend his unverfal Laws, and could not ſtay for his final judgment ; 
and Churches and Kingdomes might not till then be ruled without one hu- 
mane univerſal Soveraign by neceſſary and voluntary agreement among 
themſelves. : 

X1. To bea true Believer or Chriſtian, ( or the Inſant ſeed of ſuch ) de- 
voted to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according to the ſenſe of 
the Baptiſmal Covenant, uniteth each Member firſt to Chriſt himſelf di. 
rely, and conſequently to his Body or Church ; and this coram Deo, as 
ſoon as it is done by heart conſent ; and coram Eccleſia, regularly, as ſoon 
25 he is inveſted by age m; which Baptiſm, when it may be had fo, is 
regularly to be admini by none but an authorized Minilter or Deacon ; 
but if through neceſſity or miſtake it be done by a Lay-man,the Ancient Chri- 
ſtians took it not for a nullity, much leſs if the Baptizer was taken for a Mi- 
© niſter by miſtake, being in his place z and if no Baptiſm can be had, open 

covenanting is V 


X. The P2piſts (and their truckling Agents here ) have here hampered 


themſelves in a fatal contradiftion : To make themſelves maſters of the 
World;'they would perſwade us, that Sacraments only regenerate and 
ſanCtifie, and that God ſaveth none ( by any known way and grant ) but 
by his Covenant Sealed by the Sacraments ; and that he authorizeth none 
to adminiſter this Covenant but Prelates and their Prieſts, and none can 
validly have it from other hands : And ſo if you will but abate them the 
proof of many things that ſtand in the way, Heaven and Hell, Salvation 
and Damnation are at the will and mercy of ſuch Prelates and Prieſts. Burt 
unhappily they cannot retrieve their old Opinion, but maintain that Lay. 
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men and Women may baptize in neceſſity validly. and that Baptiſmputs one 
into a State of Salvation. 

XI. As he that ſwears and keeps his Allegiance to the King is 2 SubjeRt 


and Member of the Kingdom, though he be no Member of 2ny Corporation zg, ! 


ſo, though he diſown a thouſand fellow Subje&s; yea, though he deny the. 
Authority of Conſtable, Juſtice, Judge ; ſo he that is devoted to Chri 
truly in the Baptiſmal Covenant, is a Chriſtian,”and a Member of the Uni- 
verſal Church, though he were of no particular Church, or did diſows 
a thouſand Members, or any particular Officer of the Church. 

XII. All faults or crimes are not Treaſon: A man that breaketh any Law, 
is in that meaſure Culpable or puniſhable : but every breach of Law, or 
wrong to fellow Subjects or Juſtices, as it is not Treaſon, ſo it doth not 
prove a man no Subject ;- though ſome may be ſo great as to deſerve death 
and make him intolerable :- And ſo it is in the caſe of our Subjeftion in the 
Church to Chriſt. 

X1IT. To own Chriſts Inſtituted ſpecies of Church Officers is needful tothe 
juſt Order, Safety and Edification of the Church ( asto own the Courts of 
Judicature, Juſtices, &c. in the Kingdom) but to- own this or that zuers- - 
cal Officer as truly commiſſioned, is needful only to the right adminiſtration 
of his own Province. 

XIV. As Chriſt did his own work of «nverſal Legiſlation by himſelf and 
his Spirit eminently in the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, who have recorded all 
in Scripture, ſo he ſettled Churches to continne to the end aſlociated for 
Perſonal Communion in his holy Dottrine, Worſhip, Order and Converſation 
with authorized Miniſters, ſubordinate to his adminiſtration in his Propherical, ., 
Preefily, Kingly and Friendly Relations. And th6 theſe may not always or 
often meet in the ſame place, their neighbourhood maketh them capable of 
Perſonal preſential Communion, as men that may know and admoniſh each : 
other and meet by turns, and in preſence manage their concerns; which differ- 
enceth ſingle Churches of the loweſt order from aſſociated Churches of men, . 
that have Commnnion only by others at diſtance. . 

XV. As Lozicians fay of other Relations, the marter muſt be capable of 
the end, or it is not capable of the name and form; ſo is it Fere : e.g. [t is 
no Ship that is made of meer Sponge or Paper, orthat 1s no bigger than a _ 
Spoon ; It is 19 Spoon that is as big as a Ship: One Houſe is not a Village, 
nor one Villacze a City, nog.a City a meer Houſe. So twenty or an hnndred . 
or a thouſand P3riſhes aſſociate, cannot be a ſmole Ch:&ch of the firſt or loweſt 
Order, being, not capable of mutual Knowledge, Converſe or perſonal preſent 
Communion: Nor are two or three Lay-men capable to be facha Church, 
for want of due matter. But ſuppoſing them capable, th6 a full and rick 
Church have advantage for Honour and Strength, yet a /mall and poor one 15 - 
ejuſdem ordinis as truely a Church ; and fo is their Paſtor, as Heron ſaith of 
Rome and Engubiun: ;, to Alexandria and Hijuma, &c, Gregory Neoceſar was 
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equally Biſhop of ni as after ofall ſave nineteen in the City. 
XVL. if the Apoſtles have Spcceſlours in their care and Superiority over 
many Churches, it will prove that there ſhould yet be men of eminent worth 


, to take care of many Churches, and to inſtruct and admoniſh the younger 
Miniſters : But it will neither prove 1. That they ſucceed the Apoltles in 
Khe extraordinary parts of their Office. 2. Nor that they have any forcing 


Power by the Sword. - 3. Nor that one Church hath power over others by 
-Divine right; for the Apoſtles" fixed not their power to any particular 
Churches, but were general Yſzors or Overſeers of many : Yet it the ſame 
Man who is fixed in a particular -Church, have alſo the vi/iring admoniſhing 
overſight of many as far as was an Ordinary part of the Apoſtles Ottice, and 
be called an Archbiſhop, I know no Reaſon to be againſt him. 

XVIL. There be eſſential and Integral ACts of the Sacred Miniſtry inſtituted 
.by Chriſt : Theſenone may take the Power of fromany Miniſters, nor alter the 
ſpecies or integrity of the Office, by ſerting up any ſuch Superious as ſhall de- 
prive them of that which Chriſt hath inſtiruted, or arrogating the like uncall- 
cd. Butasin worſhip,ſo in Order and Church Government there are undetermined 
accidents: Asto Sa the time and place of Synods, to preſide and moderate 
and ſuch like: And theſe the Churches by agreement,or the Magiltrate may aſ- 
ſign toſome above thereſt: And if the Magiltrateafhx Baronies, Honours, Reve- 


.* — -Nues, or his own due Civil forcing Power, and make the ſame Men Magiſtrates 


and Miniſters, whether we think it prudent and well doneor not, we mult ho- 
nour and obey them. | 

X VT. Some call theſe humane Accidental Orders, forms of Church Govern- 
ment, and affirm ( as Biſhop Rezgnolds did, and Dr. Srilling fleet in his Ireni- 
-con and many excellent men by him cited ) that no form: of Church Govern- 
ment is of Divine Command. W hich is true of all this ſecond ſort of Govern- 
ment which is but Accidental aud humane ; but not at all of the firſt fort 
which is Divine an@ Eſſential to Chriſt himſelf firſt, and to Paſtors as ſuch 
by his appointment ; ſo that the eſſential Government of the Univerſal 
Church, by Chriſt, and of each particular Church by Paſtors ſpecified by 
him (if not of Superviſors of many as ſucceeding Apoſtles and Evangeliſts in 


, their Ordinary work ) are of unalterable Divine right. But the humane 


forms are alterable : Such I account 1. The -Prefidency and Moderator- 
ſhip -and accidental Government of one Biſhop in a fingle Church over the 
other Presbyters, Deacons, &c. 2. The accidental Government ofa Dio- 


' cefan as an Archbiſhop over thefe loweſt Biſhops and Churches. 3. Ard the 


Superiority of Metropolitans and Patriarchs over them, ſo it be hut in ſuch 
Accidentals and within the fame Empire, not impoling a forreign Juriſdidti- 
on. Theſe roea ſpecie differ from the Divine Offices. 

XIX. AH theſe ſingle Church being parts of the Univerſal are leſs noble 
than the whole, and are to do all that they do as nxmbers in Union with 
the Whole, and to do all as Afts of Communion with them. 


XX. The 
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XX. The General precepts of doing all to Edification, Concord, Peace, 
Order, &c. oblige all the Churches to hold ſuch correſpondencies as are 
needful to theſe Ends: And Synods are one ſpecial means, which ſhould 
be ſed as far and oft as the Ends _— : And if National Metropolitans 
and Patriarchs order fuch Synods, 1 am not one that will diſobey them. 
But if on theſe pretences any would make Synods more neceſſary than they 
are, and uſe them as Governours, by Legiſlation and Judgement over the 
Particular Biſhops by the uſe of the Church Keyes, and will afixe to them 
or Metropolitans, beſides an Agreeing Power and the ſaid Government in Acci< 
dentals, a proper Church Government by making and unmaking Miniſters or 
Chriſtians, excommunicating and abſol-ing as Rulers by the ſaid Keyes, it may 
be a duty to diſown ſuch uſurpations. As the King would diſown an Aſſem- 
bly of Princes any where met that would claim a Proper Government of him 
and his Kingdom ; Tho it were much to be wiſht that all Chriſtian Princes 
would hold ſuch Aſſemblies for the Concord and Peace of Chriſtendom. 

XXI. The Eſſentials of Faith, 'Hope and Loving Pre@Qc.:-, eſſentiate the 
Church objectively : And theſe are all ſummarily contained in the Baptiſmal 
Covenant, explained in the Creed, Lords Prayer and Decalouge; and all 
with much more, even Integrals and needful Accidentals in the Sacred 
Scriptures, which taking in the Law of Nature, are Gods Univerſal Law. 

XX1IL There is no Church on Earth fo ſound and Orthodox as to want 
no Integral part of Chriſtian Religion: Proved: There is no man ou Earth, 
much leſs any multitude, ſo ſound as to want no Integral part: But all 
Churches conſiſt only of Men ; And therefore if all the Men be fo far defe- 
ive, all the Churches are fo. 

It is not their Gbjeftwwve Rel3g1n Generally and implicirely received that I 
mean, but their Subjeftzve Religion, and their explicite reception of the Ob- 
jeftive. The Scripture is our perfeCt ObjeCtive Religion in it ſelf, and as 
an Object propoſed, and in general and implicitely we all receive it. But as 
a man may fay, 1 believe all that's inthe Scripture, and yet be ignorant of the 
very Eſſertials init ; ſo a man may explicitely know anc believe all the Eſſen- 
tials and more, 2nd yet be ignorant of many Integrals. 

All things in Scripture propoſed toour Faith, Hoyge and PraCtice, arethe In- 
tegrals of ourReligion: But no Chriſtian underſtandeth all theſe propoſals or 
wordsof Scripture: Therefore noChriltian explicitely believeth them all,or 
praCticeth all. To hold the contrary, is to hold that ſome Churchis perfe&t in 
Underſtanding, Faith, Hope and Practice, without Ignorance, Errour or Sin: 
taztis, not to know what a man oraChriſtianon Ezrthis. | 

XXII. Mach lefs do all Churches agree in unneceflary indiffereat acci- 
dents, nor ever did, nor ever will ar can do. 

XXIV. The meaſuring out.Churches by limirs of Ground, Parochial o: 
Dioceſan, is a meer humane ordering of a murable accident, and no Divine 
Determination ; And if al! were taken for Church members-becauſe they 
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_ / 4 well in thoſeprecindts, it were wicked : But if it be but all inthoſe pre- 
\ cinCts that are qualthed Confenters, it is uſually a convemient —_— - 
-But ſuch as in many Caſes muſt be broken. | 

XXVv. If a Church with Faithful Paſtors be well ſetled in a place firſt 
where there are not more than ſhould make up that one 'Church, it is not 
meet for any there to- gather a diſtin Church (tho of the ſame Faith) with- 
out ſuch weighty reaſon as will prove it neceſſary, or like to do more good 
than hurt: 2. Becauſe Love inclineth to the greateſt Unian ; 2. Becauſe 
a Great Church is more ſtrong and honourable than a ſmall, if the number 
be not ſo great as to hinder the Ends. 3. And the Ancient Churches kept 
this Union. 

XX VI. If Magiſtrates make ſach Laws about Church Accidents as tend to 
further the Churches welitzre, or are ſo pretended, and not againſt it, we 
mult obey them. But if they will etther moade Chriſts Authority or croff it, 
by making-Laws againſt bt, or inch as arc preper to his Prerogartue to make, 
or invade the Paſtors Office, and the Churches proper ripht given by Chriſt, or 
determine Accidents to the Deftruttion of the Subſtance ( the Church, Do- 
Qrine, Worſhip or Ends ) theſe bind the Conſciences of none to Obedience ; 
but Chriſt muſt be obeyed, and we mult patiently ſuffer. 

XXVIL Self-intereſt, Self-Government and Family-Government are all 
antecedent to Publick Government, which Ruleth them for the Common 
good, but hath no Authority to deſtroy them: No King or Prelate can bind 
2 man todothat which would damn his Soul,nor to omit that which is need- 
| ful to his Salvation : All power 1s for Edification : They are Gods Miniſters 

for Good. 

XXVIII. As it belongs to ſeli-governmenteo chooſe our own Dyct, and 
Cloaths, and Wives, and Phylicians, (tho we ma; be reſtrained from do- 
ing publick hurt on ſuch pretences; ) And it belongs to Family Government 
to educate our own Children, and chooſe their Tutors, Callings, Wives, 
&c. ſo it more nearly belongs to ſelf-government to chooſe the moſt ſafe 
and profitable means of our own Salvation, which no man may forbid us ; 
and to avoid that which is pernicious or hurtful; and to Family-Govern- 
ment to dothe like for our Children. 

X XIX. Ir is falſe DoCtrine of thoſe late Writers who tell us,;that only Sa- 
craments ſanCtifie or give right to Salvation : The whole Tenor of the Go- 
ſpel relis us that men are brought to Faith and Repentance, and to be Chri- 
ftians, and Godly men, and by Faith to be juſtihed, by the Preaching of the 
Goſpel: and that Gods word ts bis appointed means of Salvation, which his 
Miniſters muſt preach skilfully, inftantly, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to 
that End : Andaf the Goſpel be hid, 1t 15 hid to- them thar are loſt. 

XXX. The Goſpel faveth not like a'Charm, by the bare found or ſaying 
of the words; nor the Sacrament hke an Amulet; But as a Moral means 
(1pecially bleſt by him that iuſtituted it ) to work on men as M-n, by infor- 
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ming his Mind, perſwading his Will and exciting his AﬀeCtions, as Men are 
wrought on in other Caſes; ( which methinks thoſe called Arminians ſhould 
leaſt deny, who are ſaid to lay more of the Spirits operation on Moral ſuz- 
ſion thaa their Adverſarics ; yea and thoſe that account it Fanaticum to ex- 
pet an; other gift of Prayer from the Spirit but what 15 given morally by 
uſe.) And the contrary Dottrine feigneth God to Work even conſtantly by 
Mitacle: And as the” Papiſts make every Maſs-Prielt a Miracle Worker in 
Tranſubſtantiation,ſodo they that make the bare ſaying over the Words and 
doing the outward Acts in the Sacrament, to ſave us ex opere operaro, and 
the Paſtoral teaching and overſight of an ignorant drunken Lad or Reader 
to be(near)as great a help to Salvation, as the Miniſtry of a wile skilfal, Ho- 
ly andexemplary Paſtor, and theclear affeftionate Preaching of Gods word : 
And that tell us ( as Mr. Doduell) how ſufficient a man 1s to adminiſter the 
Sacramental Covenant that underſtands what a Covenant is in matters of 
Common Converſation. 

XXXl. If a Wiſe and Skilful and Conſcionable Miniſtry be as needleſs to 
Edification and Salvation as ſome Men pretend, it is as needleſs that they 
ſhould ſtudy to be ſuch, and vain to Glory that they are ſuch, and that the 
Chureh of England hath ſuch a Miniſtry, and vain to expect that men ſhould 
pay them any moreTeſpeCt than I owed my Malter that never preacht but 
once, and that drunken ; ( and divers very like him. ) Or that they ſhould 
uſe this as an argument to draw men to hear them. | 

XXX II. If the King or Law ſhould ſettle a Phylician of his ( or a Patrons ) 
choice in every Pariſh, it were well done if it be but ro have help at hand 
for Volunteers: But if he command all to uſe them and to uſe no other be- 
tore them or againſt them, where unskilful or untruſty men are placed, no 
man is bound to obey this command: No mens Law can diſſolve the Law 
of Nature, nor diſoblige a man from a due care of his Life, nor bind him to 
calt it away upon Obedience to ignorant or bad and treacherous Men. And 
a mans Soul is more precious than his Health or Life ; and he is bound to 
greater care of it; and is no more to trult it on the will of his Superiours 
How valt is the differcace between an ignorant raſh Phylician or Pattar, and 
one that is wiſe, experienced ard truſty ? They that ſcorn Men for going 
for greater eazfication from one to another, do not ſo if a man prefer a skilful 
Phy tician to one that kills more than he cures; or a sxilful and careful Tu- 
tor for his Son, yea or a Farrier for his Horſe. 

XXXUI. If one Preacher be not for Edification to be greats preferred 


before another, then One Book.is not: And ſo it's no matter what Book they 


read or value; and what a Student will this make? And what a Trade for 
the Bookſellers? And why then lhould their own Books he fo valued ? And 
why then do they ſilence hundreds or thouſands and forbid them to preach 
on pain of ruine, ( th6 no falſe Doctrine be proved againſt them) if they 
think not that the difference 1s very great. 

| E 2 XXXIV. When 


(28) 

XXXIV. When Councils hereticated and condemned Thouſands or Hun- 
dreds of Pricits and Biſhops, whom Chriſtian Emperours and Princes owned 
as Orthodox, they did not then think-every Patron, Prince or Prelate a 
competent Judge with what Paſtor Men ſhould truſt the condudCt of their 
Souls: Nor did they think ſo that forbad men hearing fornicators; Nor 
Cyprianthat required the People to foriake Baſiides and Martial { & Pec- 
catorem Pr epoſutum, ) 

XXXY. So full was the proof given in the Book called, The firft Plea for 
Peace, that the Church from the beginning denyed Princes and Magiſtrates 
to be entruſted with the choice of Biſhops, or Paſtors to'whom the Churches 
were bound to truſt the conduct of their Souls, that he whodenyeth it, is 
not worthy to be therein diſputcd with. And yet we doubt not but they 
may force Infidel Subje&ts and Catechumens to hear ſound and ſetled Preach- 
ers and Catechiſts; And may diſpoſe of the Tyrthes, "Temples and many 
other Accidents of the Church; and may drive on Paitors and Peopleto tkeir 
Duty. 

XXXVI. It is falſe Do&trine that two diftintt Churches may not be in the 
fame Precincts or City ; This being a meer Accident which abundance of Ca- 
ſes make unneceſſary and unlawful : Which I ſhall prove. 

That which is no where commanded by God, is no duty : But that 
there ſhall be but one Church ( or Biſhop )) in the ſame Precuicts, is nod 
commanded of God, Ergo, &c. ( Divine of Gods making; ) 

They own the Major in the caſe of [ndsferent thing. If they deny the 
Minor let the affirmers prove any ſuch command. We grant a command of 
Love and Concord, and a prohibition of all that is againſt them. But in 
many inſtances, to have ſeveral Churches in the ſame precin&ts,is not againſt 
them. 

If they fly to the Canons of foreign Councils, the reaſon of them we ſhalt 
weigh and daely regard ; But they were National, and had their Legiſla- 
tive Power only from their own Princes and their Counlelling Power only. 
from Chriſt : And we diſown all foreign Juriſdiction. 

XXXVII. In all theſe Caſes following (and more) two Churches may. 
be in the ſame precinCts (yea and a City. ) 

1. In Caſe that ſeveral Biſhops are called juſtly to dwell in the ſame City, 
or Dioceſs, and many of their Flock be with them, e. g. Many Biſhops of. 
England dwell long,yea moſtly in London or in London Diocels : e. g. The Bi-- 
ſhop of Elwwells in the Pariſh of St. Andrews Holbourn : Qu. Whether 
there he be a Subject to Dr. Scilling fieer as his Paſtor, and bound to obey 
him? or whether many out of his Dioceſs (thouſands) may not as* Law-. 
fully dwell half the Year in London as he? And whether when he preacheth 
to them, he do it-not as their Biſhop ( in London Diocels. ) And fo of many 
ather Biſhops.that: here relide. 

XXXVY1I]. 2, Either our Pariſh Churches are true Churches, or not. If. 
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- notz the Separatiſts-are ſo far in the. right , And ſeparate not 1rom true 
Churches eo name becauſe they ſeparate from them. If yea, then many 
Churches are in the ſame City ard Dioceſs. ( Of their 2greement and depen- 
dance.on the ſame Biſhop I ſhall ſpeak anon. ) 

XXXIX. 3- In caſe that in one City there be reſident Stranges, that are 
ſent on'Embaſſies, or live for Merchandize, or flee from Mileries, and are 
the Subject of other Princes, whoſe Laws and Cuſtoms they are under, e. g. 
At.Frankford, Hambur:h, XMidaleburgh, Dantzick,, Conftaminople, there have 
been Engliſh diſtin&t lawful Churches: And in London there arc Darch and 
French Churches: And if the King allowed a Sweazſh Church, a Danſb 
Church, a Sexo: Church, &c. with their ſeveral Biſhops, who 1s ſo weak 
as to need proof that this is lawful, and they true Churches ? 

XL. 4- Incaſe men of different Language are not capable of mutual con- 
verſe by perſonal communion or help: As Dutch, French, Iralan, Greeks, 
Germans, &Cc. Grotius and Dr. Hammond ( oft in Dsſſere. and Armor.) do 
maintain that Perey at Rame had a Church of Fews, and Paul a Church of Gen- 
:4(es: And that the like diftribagzion, of Churches of Fews and Gerriles, there 
was at Antioch, Alexandria and other places : And by this they Salve the 
Contradictions in Church Hiſtory about the Succeftion of Linus, Clerus and 
Clemens: And the Apoltlcs ſetled not a linful Church way. 

XLI. 5. Yea maintaineth that the Apoltles ſerled the Churches at 
firſt not_bke the Jewiſh Prieſthood, but {in the order of their Synagogues ; 
( de Imper.. ſum. Pateff. and in Anuvr. )- And that as there were divers Syna- 
g0gues 1n 2. great: City; with their Archs/ynaoo7us and Elders, fo there were 
divers Churchesin a City with Bihops and Presbyters. 

XLII. 6. When there are a greater number of Perſons in one City or 
precinct than can have any jſt perfanal; Knowle@ge and Communion, and 
more than any one Biſhop with his. Presbytery can perform the needful Pa- 
ſtoral overlight to, it is lawfuland a duty, to gather another Church in that 
City or Precinct: But, this is truly the Caſe.of many great Cities, though 
worldly Witdom have at Rome; \and other places oft denyed notorious evi- 
dence and expertente. He that will gather up all the dutics that Dr. Ham- 
»ond ſaith were charged on the Biſhops ( in his Annotations on ali the Texts 
that nameEldersand Biſhops.) it he can believe that any Biſhop can perform 
the tenth part of them to all in the Diocels of Lo»d»w, York, Lincoln, Nor- 
wich,' &c. 1 will not diipute againſt him if he maintain a Biſhops Ubiquity,Þ. 
or that at once he can be in twenty places. But it they ſay, that what then 
was commanded them to do perſonally, they may do by others, I ſay, that 
if they may change the Work, they may change the Power, that ſpecifieth 
the. Office; and jo it is not the ſame Office in /pecte inſtituted in Scripture: 
Andihen Lay-men may have Power to preach and adminiſter Sacraments, 
and do the Office of Prieſts, and-yet be no Prielt ( as Civilians do of Biſhops) 
which 15 a ContradiCtion, - Certainly if there be more Scholars in the City 
thays.. 
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than one Maiter can Teach and Rule, it'isno Schiſm to ſet up more Schools 
and Schoolmaſters, but a duty. And ifthe Lord Mayor on pretence of City 
Government ſhould put down but as great a part of Family Government, 
as thoſe Dioceſans do of Parochial Church Government, who allow none 
pnder them to be truly Epiſcopi Gregis, 'and have the power of their Church 
Keyes, I think that it were no Schiim to reſtore Families fo that the City 
might have more than one (entirely. ) | 

XLII. 7. If the Soveraign Power upon Politick or Religious Reaſons 


| ſhould cetermine, that e. o. Dr. A, and Dr. B, ard Dr. C. ſhall all be 


Biſhops in Lond92, to ſuch Volunteers of Clergy and Laity as ſhall .chooſe 
each of them to be their Biſhop, and this without altering their dwellings, 
no man can prove it ſinful; And of his reaſons the King is jadge. | 

XLIV. 8. Ifthe Biſhop or Clergy of.a City, Dioceſs or Nation, do agree 
by Law or Canon to admit none to the Miniſtry or Communinn that will 
not commit a known fin deliberately as the Condition of his Communion, 
it i5 a duty to congregate under other Paſtors in thoſe precii ts. This is 
confeſt : It thzy ſhould not-only hold 2ay errour, or praQtiſe fin, but re- 
quire men to ſubſcribe and approve it, ard fay it is no lin, no man ought to 
do this; nor yet to live like an Atheilt, and forſake all Worſhip becauſe 
men forbid him, if it were but to ſubſcribe one untruth+ Bat alas, this is no 
rare Caſe: In one Emperours Reign all were Anat | that ſnbſcribed 
not to the Council of Chalcedon, and quickly afcer all did, or that would 
not renounce it: The ſame'divition and changes were made by the Councils 
againſt and for the Monothelites, de tribus Caprules, Images,” &c. And when 
all Men living have many Errours, and the Church of England diſclaimeth 
her Infallibility, and yet will receive no Miniiter that will not ſubſcribe that 
there isnothing in her Books contrary to the word of God, the Caſe is hard. 
But when allthe things mentioned im the Plea for Peace are proved lawful, 
we ſnall be more yielding in this Caſe. | 

XLY. 9. If true and ſound Chriſtians miſtakingly think one oc many things 
to be heinous fins, (as Perjury, Lying, Renonncing Obedience to God, 
and Repentznce, &c. ) which are things inditterent, but of ſo great difficul- 
ty that moſt Learned and Godly and Willing Men cannot diſcern the Law- 
fulneſs and agree, and yet are not neceſſary nor juſt conditions of Miniſtry 
or Commnnion, and ſo it is the Impoſer that entangleth them by difficulty 
in their diſſent, it is not lawfu! for theſe men therefore to forbear all Church 
Worſhip, but mait ule it as they can. | 

XLVt. ro. If any Chirch unj1ſtly excommnnicate ſach men; or others, 
they muſt not forbear ail Church order and worſhip becauſe men ſo excom- 
municate them. No-man muſt Sin toefcape Excommunication; and every 
man in the World is atinner; And therefore all the World maſt be excommu- 
nicated, if all Sinners muſt be ſo. As I before ſaid, the times oft were 
when 2lmoſt all the Bikops iu the Empire were excommunicated by one ano- 

ther : 
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fher : Cotincils and Popes have oft excommunicated ſome for trifles and ſome- 
for Trath end Duty. Ard ſach muſt not therefore renounce all Church 
Worſhip and Communion. * 

The Chorch of En;landdo by their ſtanding Law ipſo fafto excommuni- 
cate all (as 3forcfaid J that affirm any thing to be renugnant to Gods Word 
or linfal, in their whole Chorch Government, Articles, Liturgy and Cere- 
monies, and fo to ſtand :ill they Publickly revoke this as a wicked Errovur. 
Now many Lords-2rd Commoners in Parliaments, have ſpoken againſt ſome 
of theſe particulars; and ſome ont of Parliament : Many Miniſters have 
done the like when the King Commiſſioned them to treat for Alterations ; 
And many when the Accuſations or demands of others have called them to 
give a Reaſon of their Aftions. Some have maintained that it is repugnant 
to Gods word that Lay Civilians ſhould have the decretive Power of the - 
Keyes, and that the Pariſh Miniſter muſt caſt out of Communnion all that the 
Lay Do&tors or Chancellors excommunicate, and all that dare not receive 
kneeling, and that they ſhould deny Chriſtendom to all that ſcruple the + 
Engliſn ſort of God-Fathers Covenants, and the tranſient Symbolical Image 
of the Croſs, with abundance fuch things : Now all theſe are p/o ſafto ex- 
communicate. And tho they be not bound to avoid the Church till this be 
applicatofily declared, yet attually excommunicare they are, and that by a 
higher authority than the Biſhops; and they know the Churches decree ; and 
the Prieſts are {worn to Canonical Obedience; And he that will not tempc* 
them to be forſworn,nor come into a Church that hath excommunicated him, 
ſeems therein excuſeable: But muſt he therefore renounce the Church of God ? 

XLVIL 11. If the People are ſo ſet againſt one Biſhop for another,as thar 
half being for one ard half for the other,and both Orthodox, they cannot be 
perſwaded to unite in one.A Council at Rome determined in the Caſe of Pais 
ws and Flavian at Antioch,that both of them ſhould hold their diſtin Church- 
es, and ſo live in love and peace. And though one or both perries in this, 
were miſtaken Sinners, fo are all morral men, who yet maſt not live like 
Atheiſts. : 

XLVIII. 12. An undetermined accident muſt be fo determined as-moſt 
ſerveth to do the greateſt good and avoid the gone Evil : But whether 
divers Churches ſhall promiſcuouſly live in the ſame City or Dioce$s or Pa- 
riſh, is an Accident not dgtermined by God, and cither way may-be for the 
greateſt good, as circumſtances vary. e. -. When in a Church half cannot 
conſent to condemn the words of Theodarer, Theodore AMorſueſt, and. Ihas, 
and half will condemn them with the Coanctl ; if theſe can ferve God quiet. 
Iy in Love and Peace in ditterent Congregations, but - cannot endure one: 
2nother in the ſame, it is molt for the Churches Peace that they be per- 
mitted to jo7n with thoſe of their own Mind. 

# When one Pope declared that it's ſound Doctrine to fay [ One of the Tri- 
aity was Cricified, ] when another had declared that it is or ſound Dottr1ne, 
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they that held with one Pope, and they that held with the other might both | Þ 


be true Churcies in ditfferent- Aſſemblies : W hen Fuft1marn raiſed the bloody S Þ 
controverlic between the Corrapricole and theWhanaſiaſie, wife men thought | a 
both ſides were true Churches: Yea and fo did many wiſe men think of the 8 N 
Orthodox and Neſtorians and many Emtyeltans. = 


, XLAX. 13. It's a common caſe under Turks and Heathens, that they give 

liberty of Conſcience for Chriſtians of all parties : Now ſuppoſe that in A- 

lcppo, in Conſtantinople or elſewhere, there be ( partly for Countrey ſake, and 

”- partly for Language, but moſt for different Judgments ) one Church of Ar- 

Fs mentians, one of Greeks, one of Engliſh-men, &c. what Law of God wakes on- 

| * Iy oneof theſe to be a true Church, -and which is it ? 

L. 14. Suppoſe that the ſetled Church e. g. in Hokmd, Sweden, S1x01y, is 
for Presbytery, or for an Epiſcopacy that aroſe from Presbyters ordination, 
or that 2d none or a ſhort Liturgy, and the Prince would tolerate Engliſh 
men ( as Frankford did ) to ſet up a Church of the Engliſh Form and Liturgy, 
I think few Prelatiſts would deny it to be lawful. 

LI. 1 omit other inſtances, and come to the matter of Separation, which 
word ſerveth this man and ſuch other in ſo general and undiſtingviſhed a 
| ſence, as would make one think he were of Mr. Doazel's mind, That wore's in 

" * diſpme bave but one ſiemification, which all are bound to know that uſe them. Even a 

; Bell by the fame found ſometime ſignifheth a call ro Chugeh, and ſometime a 
Funeral, ard ſometime Joy ; but [_ Separate, Separate ] & Tung over and over 
with theſe men, as if it ign;hed bur one thing. | 

1. He that heareth half the Sermon and Service, and goeth out of Church, 
.doth Seperare at that time from the reſt. 

» When a Proteſtant Heretick was doing Penitence with his Faggot at St. 
Maries in Oxford, and the Fryer was Preaching, a miſtaken Voice in the 
ſtreet made them think the Hereticks had ſet the Church on fire,and they /e- 

parated from the Preacher, one Fryer ſtuck by the belly that was going out at 

» the window ; the door being wedged with the crowd, a Boy that ſaw it open 

'_ above their heads, got up on their ſhoulders, and went on 'till he flipt into a 

Monks Cowl, and there lay ſtill 'till the Monk was got out, and felt ſome- 

thing on his back, and thinking it was an heretical Devil, began to conjure 

him in the Name of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, to tell him what he was, 
and the Boy cryed, O good Maſter 1 am the Bakers boy, &c. Quzre, Whether 
this was Schiſmuaticks ſeparation, 

At Walſall in Stafrord-ſmre, Mr. Lapthorne ( known to me in his luſty age ) 
who had becn a Non-corformilſt, but thought it an honour to be converted 
by a King, and gloricd that King James in conference changed him ; but be- 
ing.as ruttick a thunderer as Father Zatimer and more, he was wont to let 
fly without much feer ; one Mr. Mii in the Pariſh accounted the greateſt 
enemy to Puritans, when he heard what he'liked not, would goe out of 
Church ; one day ( in a path way where Mr. Laze had rode a little before ) 
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pelting Crabs with a pole, the ground opened and ſwallowed him and his 
pole,that they could never be found (being a Cole-mine long on fire: ) ever 
after that, when any one would goe out of Church at a bluſtering paſſage, 
Mr. Lapthorne would call to him, Remember Aertin ; Quere, Whether all 
theſe were ſeparating Schiſmaticks ? 

But this is too far off: In Dunſtans Welt, where Dr. Skcrick Preacheth, 
when I was licenſed twenty years ago, at Chr:/t-:zs, as | was Preaching, ſome 
Lime or Stone tell down in the Steepic with the crowd, the Church being 
old and under ſuſpicion, they all thought it was falling, and mott ran -out 
in tumult, and ſome calt themſelves headlong, from the Gallery for halt ; 
when they were quieted and came in again, the Boves in the Chancel broke 
a Wainſcot Skreen with climbing'on it, and the noite made them run out a- 
gain ; one old woman going out, cryed,' lt's juſt with God becauſe I took 
not the firlt warning, Lord forgive me, and I'le never come again : Quere, 
Whether theſe, or at leaſt this reſolving Woman was a Schitmarick, and 
ſeparated from the Catholick Church ? 

If not, there is ſome ſeparation that 15 not ſo bad as Murder ; and me- 
thinks the Door ſhould forgive it for the ſucceſs ; tor the Pariſh hereup- 
on reſolved to pull down the Church and build it new, a far better Fabrick 
where the Dr. now Preacheth ; and it drove me away that I preacht there 
no more ; Whether this new Church built where the old one had polleſſion 
before, be not a Schiſmatical Separatiſt, I leave to him. 

LII. 2. Local Separation without Mental can make no culpable Schiſm ; 
for Nil niſi Voluntarium eſt morale , if aman be impriſoned or be ſick and can- 
not come to the Church, it is innocent Separation ; [ have been at no Church 
this half year, much againlt my will, O that God would heal me of this 
Separation |! 

LIIE. 3. If it muſt be mental Separation that muſt be culpable, then it is 
diverſified according to the mental degree and kind ; and no man fepara- 
teth from the univerſal Church who {eparateth not from fomewhat eſſential 
:9 it; to ſeparate from its /ztegrals or Accidents may be culpable, bat it's no 
Separation from the Church, no more than every breach of the Law is a Separa- 
tion from the Kingdom. | 

LIV. 4. Some ſeparate as to place, locally and not mentally, ſome men- 
tally and -not locally, and fome both : He that daily obſerveth the outward 
Communion of the Church, and yet taketh it for no Church, or denyeth its 
Faith, Hope or eſſential Duty,ſfeparateth indeed. All thoſe men that live un- 
helievingly, atheiſtically, wickedly, that in their converſe prate againlt the 
Scripture and immortality of the Soul, and that hate and perſecute ſerious 
Godlineſs, aredamnably ſeparated from Chriſt, and therefore from the Ca- 
tholick Church, and are fo to be eſteemed fo far as this is known,tho when it 
'$ unknown, the Church can take no nartice of it. 

LV. 5. It being only AHwmme Laws and Circwnfantial Conventences that 
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make it unmeet to have divers Churches and Biſhops living promiſcuouſly in 
| the ſame Pariſhes, Cities, Dioceſes or Nations; where Laws and circum- 

ſtances allow it, 1t is no unlawful ſeparation. 'F 
LVI. 6. He that liveth in forreign Lands ( Chriſtian, Mahometan or Hea- F: 

then ) where various Churches live promiſcuoully ( Greeks, Armenians, P: 8- 

zeſtants, Papiſts, $c. ) is no Schiſmatick, if he chooſe which he thinks belt, 

w_ be abſent locally from the reſt, condemning them no further than they 
elerve. ky 
LVIE. 7. He that removeth into another Dioceſs or Pariſh for his world- G t 
ly intereſt, ſeparateth without fault from the Church he was in. } 
: 
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EVIL 8. It is a lawful ſeparation to remove ores dwelling, becauſe the ; 
Minilter is ignorant, unskilful, or otherwiſe bad, ard this for the better E 
edification of his Soul,, and the ule and help of a more able fcirhful Miniſcer, 5 
even Law ard Cuſtome and reafon do allow it. 

LIX. 9. Tho the Canon 57. and 28. forbid Miniſters oft to give the Sacra- 

ment To Strangers that come out of other Pariſhes, even where no Prezch- 
ing is, yet thoſe many ſober People that uſe this in London, are not taken 
to be Schiſmaticks, as bad as Murderers : Mzny that are eſteemed the 
molt ſober religious Conformuts do ordinarily goe from their own Pariſh 
Churches, ſome ( in Marrins ard St. Giles's Pariſh, &c. ) for want of room, 
and ſome for more Edification, to Dr. 7 ulor ſon, Dr. Stilling fleer, Dr. Burner, 
Dr. Fowler, Mr. Gifford, Mr. Durbam, Mr. Hornecz and ſuch others, and com» 
municate with them ; and tho theſe are called by the late Cathoiicks by the 
Name of Dangerons Trimmers, | think even Dr. Sherlock, will think it more 
pardonable than Arrder, if they come to him. 

LX.-10. If the King and Law ſhould reſtore the anticnt order that every 

- City, that is, every great incorporate Town in Ezzland ſhould have a Biſhop, 
( yea or every great Pariſh ) and that the Dioceians ſhould be thair Arch-Bi- 
ſhops, and our new Catholicks ſhould tell the King and Parliament that they 
are hereby unchriſtened Schitmaticks, as dangerous as Adulterers or Mur- 
derers, for gathering Churches within a Church, I woutd not beheve them. 

L.XI. 11. If (e.g. at Frankford, Zurich, Lubeck, Hamburgh, &C.) a Church 
is ſettled in the Lutheran way, and another in the Bohemian way, deſcribed 
by Laſitins and Commentius, ( which is a conjunction of Epiſcopacy, Presbyte- 
Ty and Independency ) or a Church that had no Liturgy, or none but that 
which the French Proteſtants and Dutch have, would it be damning Sc hiſm, 
for ſuch as Cox and Horne at Franiford to ſet up an Epiſcopal Church in the 
Engliſh mode, and with their Liturgy, and fo far to ſeparate from the 
reſt ? 

LXIL 12. Ifit be trne that John Mater, Fordon, and others ſay that Pref. 

=. bytery was the Government of the Church of Scor/and before Epilcopacy was : 


brought in, was the introduCtion of Epilcopacy by Paladins a —_— 
| chiſm 
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4 Schiſm by ſeparating from the former, or a Reformation ; is juſt Refor- 
* _ mation Schilm ? 
 LXIII. 13. When the Church firſt ſet up Patriarchs, Metropolitans, 

General Councils, Monaſteries, Pariſh Churches dutintt trom Cathedrals, 

Organs, New Liturgies, and malritudes of Ceremonies, this was a depart- 

ing or ſeparating from the contrary Church way which was there before, 

was it therefore Schiſm ? 
LXIV. 14. When Soerates tells us of ſome Countreys that had Biſhops in 
- the Countrey Villages ( like onr Pariſhes ) was it a damaing Schilſm to te- 
| parate from this cuitome, by decreeing that even ſmall Cities ſhoaid have 
no Biſhops, Ne »ileſcart nomen Epi/cops ? or when the Co5rep1/cops were pat 
down, where they had been ? 

LXV. 15. If a man ſeparate not from any thing eſſ-nrial to the Church 
of En;land,he ſeparateth not from that Church, though he refuie chat wiich 
is its Accidents, or ſore Integral parts : We are charg'd wich ſeparating 
from the Church of England, as if it were a matter of faCt beyond diſpute, 
and ſcorn'd for denying it, even by them that will not tell us what they mean 
by the Church of England, or by Separation. By the Church of England we 
mean the Chriftian Kmodom of England, or all the Chrittians in England, as 
living in one land, under one Chriſtian King who Governeth chem by the Sword, 
which includeth their Concord among themſelves in true Chriltianity ; we 
are Chriſtians, we profeſs agreement in Chriſtianity with all Chriſtians 
we are under the ſame King as they are, and profeſs ſubjetion, and take; 
the ſame Oaths of Allegiartce and Supremacy ; yea, we are not charged with 
differing in any thing called Doctrinal from their Thircy Nine Articles ; but 
we diſown certain late Covenants and Oaths which are not Twenty three = 
Years old, and the Subſcription to one Canon about the Innocency of all in 
their Liturgy ; now either theſe new Oaths, Covenants and Cinon, Litur- 
gy and Ceremonies are eſſential to the Church of Erglazd, or not ;. If yea, 
then, 1..1t's a poor humane Church,made by them that made theſe Oaths, 
Lirurgy and Ceremonies. 2. And then it's a new upſtart Church, and no _ 
man can anſwer the Papiſts where it was before Luther, or before Henry 8. 
yea, If its eſſentials were made by this King and Parliament, 1662. then 
the preſent Church is no older : But if theſe things be mdzferent,or nor efſen- 
rial to the Church, then to ſeparate only from thele, is not to ſeparate from 
the Church. 

If it be ſaid, That for the ſake of theſe we ſeparate from the Chure\ it ſelf, and 
therefore from its eſſence ;, we abhor the accuſation,and challenge them to prove 
it : If we ſeparate from the Church effentially, it is either Locally or Ment :l- 
ly ; not Locally, for we are yet in England, nor'is Local ditance only a \in ; 
not Mentally, for we own it for a true Chriſtian Kingdom, called a Nartona! |, 
Church, bound to ſerve Chriſt in Love and Concord to their Power : We de- 
ny not the King to be the Governour, nor Chriſtians to be Chriſtians, no 
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Nor the particular Churches and Miniſters to be true (ths culpable) Church- 
es and Miniſters, nor their Sacraments to be true Sacraments ; we profeſs to 
hold with them one Catholick Body, one Spirit, one God, one Chriſt, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm ( in the eflentials ) and one Hope, and are ready to pro- 
miſe to live in Concord with them in all other things, as far as will ſtand 
with our Obedience to God ; ſo that we ſeparate not from the Church of 
_—_— as ſuch, but from ſome of its Accidems, which we dare not be guilty 
ol, 

LXVI. 16. The ſame I ſay of a Pariſh Church, he that locally removeth, 
e. g. from a Church that hath Orgar:, to one that hath none, ſeparateth from 
a pair of Organs, but not Mentally from the Church, unleſs the Organs be ; 
its eſſence. + 

LXVII. i7. They that are for the true antient Epiſcopacy, ( e. g. as much * 
as Arch-Biſhop Uſher's ReduCtion which we offer'd did contain ) but diſlike 
the Lay Civilians power of the Keyes,and Officials, Surrogates, Arch-deacons 
Government, &c. do not ſeparate from the Church as Epiſcopal, but from 
the humane Novelties which they diſown. 

EXVIII. 18. If a Pariſhioner fall out with his Prieſt, and they goe to Law 
about Tythes, Glebes, Words, &c. and the Suit be long, and the man dare 
not Communicate with him believing that he hateth him, tho the animoſity * 
ſhould be culpable, being but perſonal, his going from him to another Church 
is not ſeparating from Chrilt ; ( for I hope that even Mr. Dodwell himſelf will 
not fay that every Prieſt is Chrilt. ) 

LXIX-:' 19. Ex quo ligno non fir Mercurins, ſurely there is ſome qualifica- 
tion eſſential to the Miniſtry ; if a man want that qualification, it is a Duty 
to ſeparate from him as no Miniſter, e. 9. When 1 came to Aederminſter, (af- 
ter my ſubjcction to fix or ſeven worle ) I found the Vicar, one reputed ig- 
norant of the Fundamentals, ( he was brought in by Sir Henry Blunt a Pepilt ) 
who Preacht but once a quarter, which moſt thought he might better have 
forborn, and his Curate Mr. Twrner at Mitron Preacht once a day, whom I 
found ignorant of the Catechiſm Principles by Conference, and he confelt he 
had but one Book, Mrſculus common places in Enoliſh, and he faid ſome of 
that to the People, and they took it for a Sermon ; he lived by unlawful 
Marrying, infamous for Drinking and Quarrelling ; he that had taken theſe 
for no Mmiſters, and ſeparated from them, had not thereby ſeparated from 
Chriſt or his Church Catholick. . 

LXX. 20. If it prove as hard to know who 1s the true Paſtor in a compe- 
tition of Pretenders, as it was to know which was the true Pope, when there 
were two or three, ( above twenty times) or whether, e. g. Optandus was 
true Biſhop of Geneva that Knew not Letters, or whether Duke Heriberrs Son 
conſecrated in Infancy was Arch-Biſhop of Rhemes, or any other Infant con- z 
ſecrated be a Biſhop, ( officiating per alios, Surrogates, Chancellours, Offici- | 


«ls, &c. ) it is not here a Separation from Chriſt to ſeparate from either of 
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the Pretenders : He that miſtaketh not, is not liable to the Charge, he that 
miſtakes, doth not erre in an Article of Faith, but in a difficult point of hu- 
mane title, and the qualification and right of a lingle man ; aad my Opini- 
on is, that if ſuch a title were tryed before our Judges or King, and they 
ſhould miſtake and give Judgment againſt him that had right, this were no 
ſeparating from Chriſt, nor proof that they are Infidels. 

LXXI. 21. If the Caſe of two contending Biſhops or Presbyters come be. 
fore a General or Provincial Council, and, they miſtake and give it to the 
wrong, and ſo ſeparate from the right, I do not think that thereby they ſe- 
parate from Chrilt or the Church Catholick, e. g. The Conſtantinopolitan 
Council firſt gave the Church of Conſtantinople to Nazzanzene, and after judg- 
ed him out as having no right ; if by this they ſeparated from Chriſt, they 
that take them for the Catholick Church repreſentative, muſt ſay that the 
Catholick Church ſeparated from Chriſt and ir ſelf. 

When another Council wrongfully depoſed Chry/oftame, and ſeparated 
from him, and Cyril Alexandr. perſwaded the continuance of it, did the uni- 
verſal Church ſeparate from it ſelf and Chriſt ? If a General Council which 
ſhould be wiſelt, Le excufable fram damning Schiſm, whenever it misjudg- 
eth and ſeparateth from a rightfu! Biſhop, ſure every Lay-man and woman 
that doth the ſame, doth not ſeparate trom Chritt. 

If it prove that a General Council depoſed Neftorius as unjuſtly as David 
Derodm thovght, or Dioſcoras as unjultiy as others thought, or Flavian as 
unjuſtly as the Orthodox think, this proveth them Guilty of tome Schiſm, 
but not of ſepararing trom the univertal Church. 

W hen Aerma of Constantinopie, and the Pope excommunicated each other, 
when a Synod in Hraly renounced Y3-1l:us, and all his Succeſlors were an 
hundred y-zrs dzpoſed from their Primacy, and a Patriarch at Aguileia ſet 
uP in his ſtead for a great part of /raly, becauſe Y7gilius ſubſcribed to a Ge- 
neral Council, de .:ribxs Capitulis, this was Schilm ( ſomewhere ) but not 
ſeparating from Chrutc. 

LXXIL 22. If 'a man in England ſhould think that all the oid Councils 
were obligatory,which decree that he ſhall be taken for no Bithop that comes 
in by the choice ( yea or Mediation ) of Courtiers, Princes or great men, 
or any that have not the true Conſent of Clergy ard People, and thereup- 
on ſhould conclude that Biſtops, Deans, Prebends, &c. fo choſen and im- 
poſed are Lay-mern and no true Biſhops and Paſtors, this were 2 ſeparating 
from thoſe Perſons, but not from C brit and the Vn: verſal Church, when as 
Mr. Tharndtke faith, that 7: the right of Eletting Biſhops by the Cleroy and 
People be reſtored, we need look no farther for the reafun of the C ontempt of Epiſco- 
pacy here. 

So if a man think that God never truſted every Ignorant Wicked man that 
can but get Money and buy an Advowſon, to choole thoſe Paſtors to whoſe: 
conduct all the People are bound to truſt their Souls, ( and the Biſhop to ad- 
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mit them for fear of a Quare impedir, if they have but a Certificate and can 
ſpeak Latine ) This is not damning Separation. . 

LXXIIL 23. If a Biinop ſet upa fceming Convert, really 2 Papiſt (e. g, 
Mr. Hutchinſon alias Berry, or one of them that lately Confelled themſelves 
.Papilts, ) the People that find by experience what the man is, are not damn- 
ed Sciutmaticks for not taking him for their Paſtor, or .for going from 
UM. 

[f Godfrey Goodman Biſhop of Glouceſier was a P:piſt, did he ſeparate from 
Chriit that ſeparated from the Diocelan Church of Glouce/ter, while he was 
an Eiſznrial part ? Or that did not unplicitely truſt ail the Prieſts that he 
ordained ? 

LXXIV. 24. If ina Catheer2l Church one withdraw from their Service, 
becauſe of their difference in 1n<ing, Ceremonies, &c. from the Pariſh 
Churches, tho it be the Bibojps Chnrch rthar he ſeparateth from, it is not 
as a Church, nor from «ny thing eil-atial to it, e.g. Miles Smyth Biſhop of 
Glouceſter ( the famous rfcorice im, and chief in our Bibles Tranſlation ) de- 
clared and p-rformed 1', :::at he wouid never come more to his Cathedral, 
becauſe the Dean (in Z444. time ) kerntup the Altar. Qs, Whether he 
ſeparated from himieit or his Church ? Tz Epiſcopus ths Eccleſia: Who were 
the Separatiſts ? T hey that tollowed the Bucop, or they thatſeparated from 
him and kept to the C2: hedral ? The lame i 1ay of / {ams Biſhop of Lin- 
coln that wrote agall.i atlas. - 

LXXV. 25. lf faithfui Paſtors and Peop'e are ſetled in concord, and the 
higher Powers make a Law to depole and ejcC them without jaſt cauſe ( as 
Multitudes were in many Emperours dayes, and Mulritndes by the nterim 
in Germany 1n Charles the fitths t1me 3 and Multicudes in the Palatinate by 
Ludovicus, and mn too many other Countreys ) thoie that leave the Tem- 
ples and. Tythes to the Magiſtrate, but cleave to their old Paſtors in for- 
bidden meetings ( called Conventicles ) ſuppoling the Paltoral Relation not 
dillolved ( as the Jeanrres clave to Chryſoſtom ) do not thereby ſeparate 
from the Catholics Church: Had the Power been lawful that ſet up ano- 
ther way, when Dr. Gums kept up his Mectings at Exerer Houſe, it had 
not bcen a Separation from Chrilt that he then made. 

LXXVI. 25. If the Law command all to take one man for his Paſtor, and 
a Parent command his Chiid, or a Husband his Wite to take another and 
not that, and the Child or Wite know not which ſhould be obeyed, and 
whether the choice belong more to the Domeſtick, or the Publick Govern- 
ment, it is not a ſeparating trom Chrilt, which way ever ſuch an one ſhall 

0. 
LXXVII. 27. YeaifI ſrould think that felf-lntereſt and felf-Government 
bind me rather to chooſe a Paſtor for my leif, than toſtand to ſuch a choice 
by Prince, Patronor Prelate, which I think intolerable, as well as (againſt 


> their will ) I may chcocſe a Wite, or a Phylician, or a Tutor, or a Book, or 
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ary daily food, this is not ſeparating from the Univerſal Church. 
LXXVYIlL. 28. If owning the ſame Diocefan make them of one Church 
who ditfer more than Nonconformilts and Conformitts do, then owning 
the ſame Chriſt, Faith, Scripture, &c. maketh them of oge Catholick 
Church who differ leſs. But, Ce. Feſuites, Dommiecans, Fanſem/ts, and all 
the Sets of Papiſts are taken for one Church, becauſe they own the Pope 
and Councils. In Ergl-d the Dioceſan Conformilts are taken for one 
Church, tho ſome of themare as mi1ch for a Foreign Juriſdiction, as Arch-bi- 
ſhop Led, Arch-biſhop Brombal, Bilhop Gummmgs Chapliin, Dr. Saywell, 
Mr. Thorndike, Ur. Heylin, and many more, have manifeſted in Their 
wordsand writings. And ſome that ſubſcribe the Articles of General Coun- 
cils erring in Faith and againit Heathens Salvation, and againſt free will, 
and for Juſtification by Faith only, &c. do ſhew that they differ in the Do- 
Arines of Religion, (unleſs the ſound or ſyllables be its Religion ) 
while one and another take the words in contrary fences. Some are for 
Dioceſans being a diſtin&t Order from Presbyters, ſome ( as Tſher and ma- 
ny ſich ) deny it: Some hold them tp be of Divine Right, and fome but of 
h1mane; ſome think the King mult chooſe them, tome rather the Clergy and 
P-0,-le ; ſome hoid them Independent, others rather ſubject to the Arch-bi- 
ſhops and Convocation ;' ſome thin:k all that bear Office in thew Church Go- 
yernmenc are |wtul, otners think Lay-Civilians Government by the Keycs 
unlawful (:ind ſoare 1p/o fatto exco.;:municarte by their own Canons; ) ſome 
that promite Canonical O'4edience to their Ordinary, take the Judges of 
the Eccleliaitica: Courts tor their Ordinaries; and others anly the Bi- 
ſnops ; fome think they are ſworn to obey their Ordinaries, if they 
r1'e according to the Canons (and fo to prononnce all Excommunicate 
tha: ' he Cunon excommunicates, if commanded ;) Others think other- 
we, ihit they are judges themſelves whether the Canons command 
letra &I honejta ;, fome take” the Pope to be Antichrilt, and the Church of 
Rome no true Church ;, others think otherwifte. Many more ( Armini- 


an and other ) ſ1ch ditferences there are, and yet all of one Church, both 


Catholick, Nacional, Dioceſan and Parochial ( ofc :) Much more are thoſe 
Nonconto: miits that differ fromthe Church in nothivg but what the Impo- 
{crs call l:.ditterent. 

LXXIX: 29. It one that prayeth in the Lirany againſt falſe Doctrine and 
Sckiim, ard re:deth the Conformilts telling him of the danger of it, ſhould 
verily think that Dr. S. printeth and preucheta faiſe DoCtrine, and ſuch 
as plainly rendeth to ſerve Satan againtt Chriiciun Love ard Peace, and to 
the molt Schilmarical dividing and damning of Chriitians, ſhould hereupon 
ſeparate from him for fear of Schiim and falſe Do&rine, and go to a ſafer 
Palitor, I think it were not to teparate from Chrilt. 

LXXX. 30. If a Biſhop in any Dioceſs in Londoz ſhonld openly write or 
plead tor a Foreign Juriidition, aud we are told that none are true Mini- 
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"ters that depend not obedicntly on the Biſhop, he that for fear of the 
Law, or of Perſonal or common perjury, ſhould ſeparate from that 
Biſhop and his numerical Dioceſan Church, doththereby neither ſeparate 
trom the Cagholick Church, nor from the Church of England. As if the 
Kings Army ſhould have a Colonel that declared himlelf an obliggd Subject 
to the King of France and bound to obey him, the Regiment may forſake 
that Colonel. Yea if the General of the Kings Army ſhould give up himſelf a 
ia ſubjection to the Enemy or a Foreign Power, and ſay, I will rake a Com- | c 
miſſion from the Turk,, and my Officers ſhall only obey me, and the Soldiers obey \ 
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them, were not this an Army of Traytors or Rebels, though none but the 
General took a Commiſſion from the Enemy ? So if the Biſhops ſhould all 
take Commiſlions from the Pope, or declare themſelves SubjeCts to a For- 
reign Juriſdiction, it were no ſeparating from Chriſt, to ſeparate from 
them all, in Loyalty to Chriſt, and to avoid National perjury and 
Schiim. 

LXXXI. 31. If a man think that he is bound to uſe all Chriſts inſtitu- 
ted means of Salvation, and live in a Church that wilfully omirteth any 
one of them, e. 7. either Infant baptiim, or ſinging Pſalms, or Praying, 
or Preaching, or the Lords Supper, orali Perſonal care, and diſcipline to 
exclude the groſly intolerable, to reſolve the doubting, &c. He that in 

' Obedience to Chrilt goeth to a Church and Paſtor ( in the ſame Dioceſs or 
City ) that omitteth none of theſe, is 1o damned Schiſmatick. 

LXXXII. 32. He that is unjuſtly caſt out of the Church, and by its ve- 
ry Laws excommunicated ipſo fatto, is no damned or Sinful Schiſmatick for 
Worſhipping God in a Church that will receive him : Nor any one that is 
denyed Communion unleſs he will fin, Much tmnore if they ſhould prove 
halt as many and great Sins as the Nonconformilts have ſaid they fear ( in 
the firſt Plea for Peace, Cc.) 

LXXXIII. 33. If a Foreigner that doth but half underſtand our lan- 
guage, withdraw to a Church and Paſtor whoſe tongue he underſtands, 3 
obeying God and Nature 1s no damning Schiſm. | A 

LXXXIV. 34. If one that is erroncouſly conceited of the obligation of | 
General Councils, ſhou!d think it a lin to kneel at the Sacrament on any 
Lords day in the year, or any Week day between Eafter and Whit ſuntide, 
becauſe Tradition ard the twentieth Canon of the firſt Council, and that at 

* Trull, &c. do forbid then to adore kneeling, this ſeparating on that ac- 
count to another Congregation 18 not Camning, 

If it be ſaid, that Mr. 7 hornathc and ohers tell us that it is not neceſſary that 
we a9 1156 fame thinss which the Suprezm Catholice Porer commanded, but that 
ne ſubjett our ſelves to the ſme Poner witch may chanoe their own Laws, | an- $ 
iwer, 1. Thc alicrting of that Unirerſal Soveraignty 1s the greateſt Crime | 
and Herelie of all. 2. By this it fecins that our Religion is very mutable, 

1 very uncertain, 2rd a man hith nocd to take heed of obeying any old 
Canons, 
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Canons, till he know the mind of the preſent Church ; ( and who thoſe ho, 
and how to know it.) 3. But what if the ſame man read Dr. Hey! { ot 
Sab. ) telling him that this cuttome againit Adorr19n-rncetins continned 2 
thouſand years, 2nd was never revok > by any true General Council, but. 
changed by little and little by mens practice : And what it he queſtion who 
thoſe Changers were, and whether their practice was Rebetlion at firlt, 
and whether they had power to repeal the Canons of the greatelt Cyun- 
cils without a Council. Sure they that are for ſuch Councils univerfal to 
veraignty, when they have caft men into theſe ſnares, ſhould ſcarce tel] therr, 
that they are damnable Schiſmaticks, for joyning with tuch Churches as ohey 
theſe Councils, rather than with thoſe that ruine men for not difobeyin2 
them. 
LXXXIV. And now Reader if thou art one that thinkeſt of theſe things 
with Chriſtian Sobriety and impartiality, I appeal to thee whether it 1 
ſhould he of the mind of Mr. Dedwel, and ſuch ſelf-conceited Reſolvers, 
I ſhould not write my own Condemnation, and be one of the grole(t 
Schiſmaticks that any Hiſtory hath mentioned, unleſs ever there were any 
man ſo mad as to hold himſelf to be all the Church : Yea, when he no more 
diſtinguiſheth of Separation and Schiſm, but involves almoſt all Chriſti- 
ans in his Condemnation, and tells us that Schiſm will damn us as ſeon 
as Adultery and Murder, is it not obvious for all men to infer that we are 
as odious as Adulterers and Miurderers ? and doth he not Preach Chriitians 
iato the h.trcd of eac2 other ? and can any wonder if Rulers ſhould think 
the Puniſhment of Afwracrers is not worſe than we deſerve ? It is not New- 
ate only, but Tyb«7* that theſe healing men do ſeem to aſlign us ; it wonld 
e too tedious to look: over all theſe again, and ſhew you how great the 
number is that theſe men damn, and how few on Earth in any Age they 
excuſe from being ſo far like Murderers. | 
LXXXYVY. 1. It ſeems to me that he virewally damneth all Chriſtians on 
Earth as ſuch Schiſmaticks ; for it is moſt certain that all men have ſin, 
and culpable imperfection in Knowledge, Will and Praftice ; and if any 
{ay, That he bath no ſin, be ts a Lyar, faith St. John; and it is certain that 
all rwo perſons on Earth have many errours, and many differences from 
one another ; it is certain that the Love and Duty of Chriſtians towards 
each other is culpably defective in all men : Ir is certain that no man living 
is ſo perfect in knowledge as to know all the indifferent things in the world, 
which may be impoſed, to be Indiferent! And long and ſad experience 
hath told the Chureh, that both groſs errours and fins, and things called 
Truths or indifferent, which few can be ſure of, may be impoſed. What 
follows from all this, but that all men on Earth may eaſily fall under 
the imputation of diſobedience to Prelates, and ſo be Excommunicate, and 
then they have their choice ( when no man is perfect, and they cannot 


change their mindes) 1, Whether they will be damncd as Excommunicate 
G 2nd 


(42) 


nt: tal Athenlts chat £ve over all Church Worſhip; 2. Or as Camina- 


US hiſmu its, for worſnipping God in Churches when they are excom- : 
m:1.1 2; 3. Or > perſidious Lyars, that will make falſe Confeſſions, Pro- x 
fal.on- 14d proumites, to get off cn Excommunication. W hen Mr. Doairel 


- ©.4m-er> thoſe with Schiſmaticks that [ ſuffer theſel:25 to be excommunicarte, 
1 the, have no other means 1n their Power to hinder it, it ſecms theſe aw. 
F:..mics to abſolute reprobation, do think all Chriſtians being unavoidably 

+ to imperſeCtion of Knowledg, are as unavoidab!y born to damnation 
vw henever Prelates or Prieſts pleats thus to precipitatc them. 

LXXXVI. 2. Particularly, #. The firſt and ſecond Canons ip/' f.:4o ex- 
communicatg all that ſay [ thar any manner of Obedience and Subjcttion within 
bs Majeſtics Realms and Donantons 1s due to any uſurped and foreion Power :) By 
this all Papiſts and all pretended Proteſtants(ſuch as Dr. B.rrow confuteth) 
who hold any manner of Obedience and Subjection due to Pope or Forcigu 
Councils, are Excommunicate. 

2. Thole that ſay that the Book of Common Prayer containeth any thing in tt 
repugnant to the Scriptures, are ipſo fatto excommwnica:e. Which now by the 
aew Laws are interpreted of the preſent Books. 

3. In this all are excommunicate who ſay, the Af/-rranſlirions ( in Pſalms, 
Epiſtles or Goſpels, of which many inſtances have been given ) to be any 
thing repugnazt in the Scripture. | 

4. And all that fay, Ir is againſt the Scripture to deny Chriſtendom to all Tn- 
fant: that 146 not ſuch Vowers tntheir Names and for ther Education as we call 
Godfathers, and Godmnhers, the the Parent ( who is forbidden it) offer his 
Child by Sponlion. 

5- And all that fay i s againſt Scriptire to deny Chriſtendom to all that refuſe 
the Coucnanting tranſient Images of a Croſs, 

6. And all that ſay that it is agai/t Scriptare for all Miniſters to profeſs 
[ that it's certain by Gods Word that aug Infants (without exception ) /o 
1ying are undoubredly ſaved] when no word of God is cited that faith it, 
and adding to Gods word 1s dreadfully threatned, and when it's certain that 
«1 Afniſters are not certain of any ſuch thing ( and 1 think no one. ) 

7. All are ipſo fatto excommuntcate that ſay, It is againſt Gods Word ro deny 
Church Communton t# the Sacrament to all that dare mot take 1: kneeling, for fear 
tho miltaken) of breaking the ſecond Commandment by Symbolizing 
with Idolaters, that are ſceking to reduce the Nation to their Sin, and that 
Ive round about us. 

8. All are excommunicate that ſay it is againſt Scriprure to pronounce all ſa- 
red that are buryed, except the unbaptized, ſelf-murderers and the excom- 
municate, while thouſands of Sadducees, Hobbiſts, Infidels, Papiſts, Per- 
urcd, Adulterers, Drunkards, &c. dwell among us. | 

9. By the fifth Canon all are /o fatto excommunicate that fay, 3 Any of 
he Articles are 1”: any part Crroncons, or frich as they ( perhaps 2s doubters ) 

may 
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may not with a good Conſcience ſubſcribe ro, ] and confequently @!l the aforef-1cl 

Rt Contormilts that think the ſence erroneous while they ſul;{-ribe thoſe wer? 
and ſnall affirm, e. s. that Canons are made rieceſſary to Salvation s, thy the 
matter cannot be proved by Scriprure, contfary to Art. 6. | 

Thoſe that contrary to Art. 8. ſay, any rhins in Athanaſius Creed 1:2 197 

Such as Biſhop, Taylowr that againlt Art. g. deny Orioinal $1. 

Thoſe that ay. to Art. 10. that the Word [ 9 Power ] exclu- 
Ceth Common natural Power, or maketh Nature to be Grace. 
Thoſe that write againſt our being accouned rihregus, only for Clriſts me- 
: rits, and lay that another ſubordinate Righteouſneſs is named many hu::- 
'F dred times in Scripture, contrary to Art. 11. 

Thoſe that contrary to Art. 13. ſay, that rorks donebefore the Inſpiraticn of 
the Spirit may make men meet to receive Grace. : 

Thoſe that with Dr. Hammond write for works that are not commanded 
but comfell:d, and Free-will-ofterings, contrary to Arrt. 1. 

All they that take /nfants and new baptized Perſons ro 46m) ſ+, contrary to 
Art. 18. 

All ME ſay, that after we have received the H,. Ghojt, we cannot depart from 
Grace given, contrary to Art. 16. 

Thoſe that deny the Doctrine of EleCtion, in Art. 17. 

Thoſe that ſay, any on Earth may be ſaved by diligent living according ts 
the light of Nature, without knowing the name of Chrilt, contrary to 
Art. 18. 

Thoſe that contrary to Art. 1g. rejeC that Deſcription ofa viſible Church, 
which reacheth to ſuch as our Reſolver damneth. 

All that contrary to Art. 20. ſay, that the Church [| may nor enforce an 
thing to be believed for neceſſity to Salvation, beſides the Scripture ] even hall 
that ſay, it's neceſlary to Salvation, by avoiding Schiſm to believe that all 
impoſed Tyths, Covenants Practices, and Ceremonies are not lin. 

All that contrary to Art. 21. fay, that General or other Comncils may be g.t- 
thered without the command and will of Princes, and deny they may erre, and thmgs 
ordained vy them as neceſſary to Sal _ have neither Strength nor Authority, un- 
leſs it 1+::y be declared that they are taktn out of Holy Scripture. 

Thoie that deny Art. 23. that ehoſe are lawfully called and ſent into the Mi- 
niſtry, who have publick_Authortty oven them in the Con Tregation, to call and ſend 
Miniſters into the Lords Vineyard, are choſen and called hereto, (for want of 
Canonical Succeſſion. ) 

Thoſe that contrary to Art. 24. would have Gods Worſhip performed 
0 them that underſtand not the language, to avoid the Schiſm of havinz 
many Churches in a City. 2 

Thoſe that take Confirmation or Penance, or the other three for Sacr 1- 
ments of the Goſpel contrary to Art 25. 
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Thoſe that contrary to Art. 26. would not have it believed to be the 
*coples duty, who know the Offences of Bad Miniſters, to accuſe them. 

Ail that contrary to Art. 27. are againſt Infant Baptiſm, as agreeable to 
Corilts Inſt itation. 

All that contrary to Art. 28. ſay, the Body of Chriit is given and taken 
ard caten inthe Sacrament otherwiſethan in a Spiritual manner by Faith. 

A'l that ſay, that mn ſome wiſe the wicked are Partakers of Chriſt in the Sacra- 
mc1.t, contrary to Art. 29. 

All that contrary to Art. 30. ſay, There 3s other ſatisfaftion for Sin beſides 
Chriſts Blood. 

All that ſay, that Men juſtly Excommunicate may be reconciled and recerved 
by the multitude without open penance (which 1s ordinary) contrary to Art. 33. 

All that contrary to Art. 34. think that a General Council may ordain 
ſuch Traditions or Ceremonies as ſhall in all places be one or the like : and 
that every Particular or Natzonal Church may not aboliſh thoſe Ceremonies 
or Rites which the General Councl or Colledge ordained. 

Many things in the Book of Homilies [_ eſpecially againit peril of Idolatry ] 
are blamed by many Conformilts, contrary to Art. 35. : 

All that contrary to Art. 35. ſay, that the Book of Ordination wants ſome 
things neceſlary. 

All that contrary to Art. 37: think that Pope or foreign Biſhops have any 
Furiſdiftion by right m this Land :. And. all that ( by miſtake ) ſay, the 
King hath not chief Power in zl] his Dominions, meaning in Fraxce, of which 
he profeſſeth to be King, and we ſo call him evenin our Prayers to God. 

All that ſay, contrary to Art. 38. that it 1s not their Duty lberally ro ove 
Alms, according to ther ability. = 

All that contrary to Art. 39 think men in conforming may ſwear upon 
truſt of their Superiours words, without judgment, and trueunderſtanding 
of Juſtice and "Truth. 

Ail theſe are already ipſo fatto Excommunicated by this one Canon, and 
if they elſewhere worſhip God, are called Separatiſtsand Schiſmaticks,in dan- 
cer of Damnation, as Adulterers and Murtherers are : And how greaz a 
number are theſe ? 

10. All arc ipſo fatto Excommuntate by the ſixth.Canon, who affirm, that 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England, by Law eftabliſhed, are ſuper- 
*tarious, or ſuch as ( now commanded ) men who are zcalouſly and godly aft ctted, 
nay not with a good C onſcience APPROVE, uſe and ſubſcribe as occaſion requireth, 
That is, all that thus miſtake kyeelg at the Sacrament, on the reaſons afore- 
named, to b2 againſt the ſecond Commandment, or that judge ſo of the 
Surplice, or thatthink the Croſs, as deſcribed by the Canon and Liturgy, 
bhath#all the Eſſentials of a humane unlawful Sacrament of the Covenant at 
Grace. And all that are apainſt the Rites of Godfathers that never owned the 
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Cliild as theirs, to be theonly Sponſors in its Name, and to Yow its Chriſti; * 
Education (when I never knew one living that ſo much as made the Parc: 5 
believe that he intended it : ) And all that think the words of the Liturgy 
( making /mpoſition of hands an afſſurtng ſion of Gods Gracious acceptance ) make 
Corfirmation a humane unlawful Sacrament,and ſay ſo. All theſe are cut off. 

11. By Canon ſeventh all are ip/ſo fatto excommunicate that affirm, that 
the Government of the Church of England, wmnder his Majefty, by Arch-Biſhops, 
Biſhops, Deans, Avrchaeacons, and THE REST THAT BEAR OFFICE in 
the ſame, 15 repugnant to Gods word ;, that is, all Biſhops, Miniſters, Noble- 
men, Gentlemen or People, that ſay that it is againſt Gods word for Lay 
Civilians or Chancellours to govern by the Church Keyes, excommunicate 
or abſolve : And all that think it unlawful for Surrogates that are not Bi- 
ſhops but Presbyters, either asa Crycr pro formato pronounce all excommu- 
nicate or abſolved who are ſo decreed by the Lay Chancellor,or elſe for them 
(or a Prieſt-Chanccllour) to govern a Dioceſs by the Keyes of Excommu- 
nication and Abſolution being no Biſhops; and all that think it ſinful for 
Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Officials, &c. who'are no Biſhops, toexerciſe 
the ſame Government by the Keyes over ſo many Paſtors or Churches, or 
for a Biſhop todo his Office by others that arc no Biſhops, any more than 
a Prieſt by thoſe that are no Prieſts; or for a Dioceſan with his Lay Courr, 
to Govern many {core or hundred Churches under him, without any ſubordi- 
nate Biſhop in thote Churches, that 1s, to ſet up the Name and thew, and 
make Chriſts Diſcipline impoſſible : Or for Lay Chancellors or Surrogates 
to publiſh Excommunications 1in the Biſhops Name, which he never knew 
of, nor trycd the cauſe: Or for ſuch Chancellours to ablice 2!l Pariſh Mi- 
niſters to publiſh all their Excommunications which are 25reeable to theſe 
Canons. What quality and number they are of that cal! {ny of this ſinfyl, 
[ pretend not to know : But they are all now excommunicate men. 

12. The eight Canon ip/o fatto excommuricateth all that affirm that th 
form and manner of makins and eonfecratig Bilhons, Prieſts and Deacons h1th 
any thing » epugnant to Goas Word, &c: 7] Thath, all thoſe that hold Biſhops 
and Presbyters to be the ſame Order ( contrary to the words of that Book. 
Which yet even the Church of E--{a»d while Papilts d<clared 12 Kinz 
-Alfriks Canons(ſee Spelman:)Andiall fuch as Thordite, whoſay the People and 
Clergy ſhould chooſe their Biſhops; or that ſay the Peoples conſent is ne 
ceſſary to the Paſtoral Relation to them, and that the old Canons for 11:+- 
are in force. 

13- The ninth Canon ip/o fatto excommunicateth the Separatilts. 

14. The tenth Canon excommunicateth all that affirm: { rh Anſters th.:, 
refuſe to [ubſcribe to the Lituroy, &c. and thetr Adiverens may truely tas rorher:. 
elves the Name of another Church, 3t cſi liſhed, by Lew and dare publifh tr 
thu therr pretendea Church hath long groanea unatr the burden of impoſed grit Ve) 
eee, by the Church of England, aid the Crders ond Confticurtons therem by I .:: 
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-"wvl.ſ1e4.]  Tpju jo 1s not here.) This reacheth to all that confine not 
ods Church in Ez2land to the Party that ſublcribe and their Adherents ; If 
ay fav, that it tuch as Blondel, River, Ameſius, or any other the molt Learn- 
cd,holy, peaceable men that dare not ſubſcribe as aforcſaid, ſhould with any 
Chriſtians worſhip God together, and that theſe area true Church (though 
ne judze them fawty ) and that theſe Canons are grievances, ſuch are to be 
excommunicated : ({ Though it be groſs Schiſm in others to confine not one- 
ly the Pity but the Verity of a Church to their own Party: ) For ſuch to 
*el and -r9an lord here 1s Excommunication. 

15. The eleventh Canon much to the ſame purpoſe requireth the Excom- 
munication of a!l that affirm that any Sabjetts in England may rightly chal- 
ienge the Name of 7r4e and lawful Churches beſides thoſe allowed by Law, 
:hough the King ſhould Licenſe them. 

15, The twelfth Canon p/o fatto excommunicateth all, that make Rule: 
and Ordcrs in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical without the Kings Authority,and ſubnnt to them, 
e. &. All that without the Kings authority agree .to turn the Table Altar- 
wile, to rcquire People to kneel at the Rails, or to bow toward the Al- 
ter or Eaſt, or to ſet up Organs, &c. All theſe are now excommunicate 
by an Authority above the Biſhops, which no Biſhop or Pricſt can diſpenſe 
with ( but only forbear to publiſh and execute it, but not nullifie it) no 
nor abſolve any that publickly repent not of it as a wicked Errour. 

16. By Canon fourtcenth if any Miniſter ſhall 44iſb any part of the 0-- 
ders, Rites, Ceremonies, Prayers, Cc. mnregard of Preaching or ANY OTHER 
RESPECT, or ſhall adde any thing in matter or form, ( e. g. If he let the 
Parent expreſs the dedication of his Child ro God, or lay any charge on any 
Parent ) he breaketh the Church Law, and ſo far ſeparateth from it. 

17. By Canon fifteenth whentwenty or thirty thouſand are commanded to 
come to a Church that cannot receive ſix thouſand, and the Alleys and 
Pewcs are wedg'd fo that they cannot ail kneel, yet all that kncel not at 
the Prayers, and all that ſay no: aaibly the Confeſſion, Lords Prayer, Crecd 
and Reſponſes, diſobey the -Laws of the Church, and fo far ſeparate from 
tl, 

18. When twenty thouſand Perſons are commanded to come in more 
than can, if ten thouſand of them ( or any number ) ſhould come'to the 
Church-yard or Porch, to ſhew that they are not preſentable, but, would 
vet in if they could, the nineteenth Canon commands to drive them away. 

19. The Liturgy and Canon 22. Cc. bind all under the penalty of 
the Law to receive the Sacrament thrice every year: Ifa ſecret Inhdel, 
Sadducee, Hobbiſt, Socinian, or any Herctick ſay, 1 am not able ro chant e 
my Judgment, which is inconſiſtent with the Sacrament, or if one whoſe Conſci- 
ence tc:ls him of the guilt of Adultery, and that he is not reſolved to confeſs 
4nd forſake it yet ; or one that by Melancholy cauſeleſsly feareth unwor- 
thy, receiving to damnation; I ſay, if any of theſe will avoid the charge of 
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S.hiſm, they muſt ran upon worſe, till grace recover them, which is Gi 


a5 their command. Aud yet all notorious Offenders are protibited it Ca- 
102 26. and particularly the Perjured : And if the tenth part ſo man; 
be perjured in England in City and Countrey, as many fear, it's a very 
great number that are uncapable of Comm union with the Church, 

20. By Canon twenty ſeventh on pain of Suſpenſion no Afimiſtcr muſt wit- 
tingly adn:imjter the Communion to any but ſuch as Kneel, or to any that refuſe to be 
preſent at publick, Prayers%&c.Sothat all that Kneel not in receiving are rejected, 
and if they worſhip God elſewhere, muſt be taken for Schilmaticks, as dan- 
gerous as adulterers or murderers. 

21. The twenty eighth Canon forbids admitting ſtrangers to Communion, 
and commands ſending them home to their Pariſh Churches : It's diſobedi- 
ence to violate this. 

22. Thetwenty ninth Canon forbids «77ing Parents tobe Preſent whentheir Ch:i- 
dren are baptized, and aduitting .them to Anſwer as Godfathers for their own Chul- 
dren ;, and any Godfather to make any other Anſwer or ſpeech than the preſeribed. 

23. The thirtieth Canon deſcribeth the Croſs as.a Sacrament, as ſeem. 
eth to us. 

34. By the thirty ſixth Canon no man wuſt be a Miniſter that ſubſcribeth 
not that the Book of Common Prayer and Ordination contains nothing in it contrary 
to the Word of God, and that he bimſelf will uſe no other form inpublick_ Prayer and 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments: By which all that refuſe this, or that uſe the 
forms made and impoſed by the Biſhops on occaſions of publickx Faſts and 
Thankſegivings, ſeem all to be under diſobedience to the Church, 

35. By Canon fourty ninth no Perſon not Licenſed as a Preacher,may in his 
Cure or elſewhere, expound any Scripture, or Mattcr or Doctrine, bat onely ſhall 
{tudy to read plainly the Homilies: So that all Miniſters before Licence to 
preach, all School-malters, all Pareats, or Maſters, that co expound to 
their Schollars, Children or Servants, the meaning of Baptiſm, or of any 
Article of the Creed, any Petition of the Lords Prayer, any one of the 
Ten Commandments (to fit them for Confirmation, or Salvation ) other. 
wiſe than by plain reading the Homilics or Church Catechiſm, doth diſ- 
obey the Law of the Church: And fo do all Tutors in the Univerſities thar - 
expound any Scripture, matter or Doctrine to their Papils, before they 
are examined or approved by the Biſhop; or any Judge on the Bench or Ju- 
ſtice that pretumeth co do it to the hearers, or any Friend or Neighbour in 
diſcourſe : For it is [ No Perſon wharſoveuer not examined and approved by the 
Biſhop of the Dicceſs. ] How tew in England {cparate not from the Church as 
far as this diſobedience amounts to ? If by [no Perſuzs ] be meant only 
[no Aimiſters} it's hard enough, that Miniſters may not be allowed out of 
the Church what Lay-men are allowed. 

36. All thoſe that deny not the validity of Baptiſm or the Lords Supper 
when they are done by an unpreaching Minter, bu: yet think that a man 


« ws i . 
119 Tad Ly 


(48 ) 


utterly unable-to Teach otherwiſe than by Reading, may not lawfully be 
encouragcd in ſo higha function, (any more than a man in Phytick or School- 
teaching that hath not neceſſary sk1ill, or is utterly illiterate, ) and thinks 
it a lin to conſent to take ſuch an Ignorant fellow for the Paſtor of his Soul 
if he can have better; If this man, I ſay, go to the next Pariſh Church for 
Sacraments, he 1s to be ſuſpended firſt and next excommunicate : Special- 
ty if he ſhould judge that Ignorant Reader, no truc Miniſter for want of 
necellary capacity. 

37. Surplices, Hoods and Tippets are made the matter of Obedience,Ca- 
non fifty eighth. 

38. By Canon thirty eighth no Miniſter muſt reſ/e or delay to Chriſten any 
Child (without exception) according to the form of the Common Prayer, that's 
brought ro C hurch to him on Sundaics or Holy-aazes, though the Parents be both 
Tewes or Heathens or Atheiltsor Sadducees : The Miniſter mult be ſuſpended 
that refuſeth it, 

39. The ſeventy firſt Canon ſuſpendeth all Afimiſters that Preach im any pri- 
ware houſe (except to the lick or impotenti n time of neceſlity.) By which had 
. Paul here preached publickly and from houſe to houſe, or Timothy in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon as dreadfully adjured, or Chriſt preacht as he oft did, 
they muſt be ſuſpended : And every Miniſter that preacheth to his Family : 
And no doubt, repeating his Sermon, is preaching the ſame again. 

40. All Mimfters muſt be ſuſpended and thenexcommunicate, that without the 
Biſhops Licence appoint or keep any ſolemn Faſts publickly or in private houſes, other 
than by Law appointed, or be wittingly preſent at any : Though it were in-time 
of Plague, or when divers of his Neighbours are ſick or troubled in Conſci- 
cnce, Or in preparation to a Sacrament, or on ſome great occaſion in No- 
ble-mens Houſes and Chappels : He is not tobe truſted to faſt and pray with 
his own Flock or Friends, or come among them, leſt being excommunicate 
he be a damn'd Schiſmarick. 

The ſame prohibition is for holding meetmgs for Sermons called Exerciſes : 
Which Arch-Biſhop Grindall was zealous to ſet up, ( Q. Was he then a 
Schiſmatick ? or is the damnir.z dangerous Engine made lince ? ) 

41. By Canon ſeventy thi. d if, any Minifters meer 1m any privat ehouſe(as ma- 
ny did by conſent in +660. ard 1661.) to doany thing that any way tends t0 
impeach the Common P1 4 '+ 97 any part of the Government and Diſcipline (e. g. to 
Petition King or Parliament for the leaſt Reformation of it) he is excom- 


municate pſo fatto. bo 
42. Canon ſeventy fourth brings all Miniſters apparel under Church Laws, 


for the Shape, 

43- Canon feverty ſixth Excommunicateth all that volwrtarily refinguiſh 
thew Miniftry, and uſe themſelves as a Lay-men. And man having free will, 
that 15 done volurtarily, which is done in Obedience to mens command : And 
yet we are ruined in the World, it we will not leave our Miniſtry, at their 
Commanc.. 44. It's 
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44. It's tedious to go over all the reſt: I end 5t the c::d of thein. Caron 
139. cxcommunicateth all them that aftirm that the Synod 15 wor 142 1747 
Church of England by Repreſentation : Unat 15, 1. All that take i for the 
Church real and not Kepreſentarive, leſt they make the dif v/ed Clhmeb 7 Poo. 
ple and all) to be Chict Church-governo:ws, white Convocitio%s £over! 
but as cheir Repreſentatives. 2. All that lay, that it 18 ouly the Finops aid 
not the Presbyters in Convocation that arc the Goveriinzg Cinow making 
Church. 3. All that ſay that the Clergy repreicut not Ring, Nobles, Par- 
liaments, Laietv, and that theſe are 4c parts of the Cure! ft England 
All theſe are ip/o ftto excommunicate. 

45- The 140. Canon Excommunicateth them that deny the Cnon> v0. 
ligation of abſent Diſlenters, which yet even many Papiſts cGeny of Cor.1- 
cils Canons. 

45. The laſt Canon Excommunicateth all that contemn theſe Carons, 2 
taking them to be the work of a Company of Perſons that conſpired aoamſt Relto14: 


_ Godly zen. All this huge Catalogue are here excommunicate. 


47. If any part of all this be Schiſm, Mr. Dodwel and this may ſeem ty 
teach Separation from the Church of England: Or it the late lifencing. 
hunting and ruining of two thouſand Miniſters were Schiſm,and 25 bad as B1- 
ſhop Taylor in Dutt. Dabit. Mr. Hales of Eaton, Chillinagnorth, &c. fav of 
the like, then theſe men make all the Church of Fnglazd to be in as dam- 
nable a State as Adulterers and Murderers. Yea they make all damnable 
Schiſmaticks that hold Communion with the Church of Erzland ; .for that 
15 their Sentence on them that communicate with Schiſmaticks ; <:z. thar 
they are guilty of their Schiſm. 

8. They unchurch and damn the Churches of Cormth, Galaria, Laodicea, 
lifes. Smyrna, &C. In the Apoſtles dayes : For the Scripture tells us of 
many guilty of Schiſm in all theſe, and yet the reſt communicated with 
them; for the Scripture ſpeaks more of Schi/m in 4 Church, than of Schiſm 
or Separation from 2 Church, Rom. 16.17. 1 Cor. 1. 10. & 3. 3. & 11. 18: 
Alat. 12,25. Luke 12.52, 53. 1 Cor. 12.25. Jam. 3.15, 16. And yet no 
one was commanded to teparate from thoſe Churches; no not from thoſe that 
had Hereſies among them, ſuchas denyed the Reſurrection, and taught Forni- 
cation,andeiting thingsoffered to Idols,that were drunk at the Sacrament or 
[ ove-Feaſts,nor thoſe that had Jewiſh Schiſmaticks, who talkt like ours, A@. 
15. Except ye be circumciſed and keep the Law of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved: The | 
Churches were not all unchurcht and damn'd that communicated with ſuch. 
Yea Perer was guilty of encouraging them in Schiſm,that wonld not cat with 
the Chriſtian Gentiles, but he was not unchriſtencd by this. 

49. They ſeparate from or unchurch aimoſt all the Ancient Churches 
in the dayes of the moſt famous Emperours and Councils : For I have mi- 
nifeited paſt doubt that they aimolt all did Hereticatc or ſeparate from 
one another. It was Schilm either in Fior to Excommunicate the Af. 
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2 Biſhops, or 1 them to deſerve it and be excommunicate, The oyninp 
or r diſownin z ſeveral Councils, ſpecially that of Calcedon and that at Conſt. 
de tribus C, pieuds; » &C. was the Schilm of almoſt all the Imperial Church- 
c5; One part condemning the other. And if either were in the Right, it 

Ives not the Cie with them: For molt of the ſame men that went that 
_"_ call'd rhe Right in one Princes Reign,went contrary in the next, and 
lo condemned cach other round ; eſpecially about Images adoration. 

52. Hcereby they cut ot that Succeſſion of that ſort of Ordin: ation, which 
they ſay mult be uninterrupted, while it came down from Churchcs excom- 
municated by one another, or make the Proof of it impoſlilc. 

51. They fc parate from all the Grees, Church at this day, as guilty of 
Sc _—_ both in their Succeſſion from Schiſmaticall Buſh ops, art © onftant 
Alex:nd. Antioch, Jeruſalem, &c. and in their excommunicating not On 
the Church of Rome for a wrong cauſe ( the filigree ) but other Church 
and 4 vers ACts of S: hifm. 

+ TBS hey mult by their Principles Separate from the Aba//7re5, #- "_ I2S, 


Syrians, and bo the Eaſtern and Southern Churches that are called 7,cebir : 
and Nefe j1.:725; For Councils and other Churches condcimn them: And the) 
condemn .the Councils of Ephe/zs, and Calcedor, and 511 tince : An d they 
mult ſeparcte from and condemn the Churches of Armenia, Georvia, Cir- 
m—_ &c. becauſe the y ſeparate from others, and arc re ſep; Ira wy from 

| Their Principles utterly unchurch the Church of &K9-e, 1. Efpccial- 
I "be "Ca! raſe it 1s guilty of the prone Schiim on eorth, bs ſertino up 
a fa}lo Ch arch form and head : And becauſe they Schilimatically COIl- 


emit and Unchvrch three parts of The Church on carth, cven all fave their 
Set : 3. And for their many other Schiſmatical DoCtrines and Practices : 
4. And as being condemned by the Gr co&> Proteltants and molt Churc hes, 
and ſeparated from by the Church of Fnoland which they own. 

54. They ſeparate in Principles from all or near all General Councils 
( ſave the firlt ) as having ſeparated from other Councils and 'condemned 
_ and being, again condemned by them. 

Some of them condemnand ſeparate from all the Proteſtant Churches 
th: - the Biſhops,in Sn veden, Denmark,Germany,lI r: mſylvania,&C. becauſe they 
had not their Ordination Succelliv ely from Biſhops but Presbyters at the Re- 
formation : And becauſe they have been guilty of Schiſm againſt others. 

56. The Principles of Mr. PRRnne his Aſſociates condemn the Church 
of Enzlaizd as Schiſmatical, Thoſe that claim Succeſſion ſrom Rome, 
yhoſe own Succeſſion hath bo oft and long interrupted, by inc 2pacities 
and Schiſms. 2. For holding Communion with thoſe Proteſtant Churches 
witich theſe men call Schiſmaticks. 

57. They condemn and ſeparate from all the Churches called Presbyte- 
Jon in France, Hollnd, Geneva, Scotland formerly, and thoſe in Helveria 
that have no Biſhops; Tho ſome would threat kiadneſs on them by ſaying 

| that 
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that they would have them and cannot ? And why cannot they ? 

58. Their Principles make the Biſhop of Cxf9d, Briſtal, &c. Schitma- 
ticks: For their Dioceſes are Churches taken out of Churches, being late- 
ly parts of other Dioceſcs. 

59. And they condemn all the Pariſh Churches in En-7nd as Churches 
diſtin from Cathedrals : For they are all Churches gathered out of Church- 
es : At firit the Cathedrals were the only lingle Churches: Next Monaſte- 
ries were gathered; and next our Pariſh Churches. And the Pariſh Church 
of Covezt-garden, isa Church taken our of a Church. 

60. Their Principles damn St. Afzrtin that ſeparated to the death from 
all the Biſhops Synods and them that were near him ( fave one Man ) be- 
cauſe they perſwaded Arx:,mms to uſe the Sword againlt Pri/cilliza Grojtichs, 
and brought men of Itrift Religion under Suipicion of Pritciilianiim: And 
{ure the ruined perſecuted Proteitants here, are more Orthodox thin the 
Priſcilti.1s, And they damn G1/4as that told the Engliſh Clergy, that 
he was not eximins Chriſtianys, that would call them Aſtmiters; ( Do they not 
diſgrace the many Churches dedicated to the Memory of St. Afarrin, it he 
be 4 damned man ? ) 1 doubt they damn Paul and B.nab.s for local angry 
leparating from each other: Whatever they do by Perer and B.rnabas for 
the Separation blamed Gat. 2. 

61. [fall are Schiſmaticks that here conform not, all thoſe called Gon- 
formiltsare ſuch, that conform to the words in a falſe ſence. 

62. They ſeparate from all that obey the twentieth Canon of the Nicene 
Council : And from all that obey the Councils that forbid communicating 
with a Fornicating Prielt : And from all that obey the Councils which nul- 
lific the Epiſcopacy of ſuch as are obtruded by Magiſtrates, or not conſent- 
cd to by the Clergy and People. And many more ſuch. 

Abundance more inſtances of their Separation, and Damnation, I might 
adde: In a word, 1 think their Principles are, as I firſt ſaid, for damning 
and ſeparating from all men living; for all men living are gulity of ſome 
ſort and degree of Schiſm, that is, of Errours, Principles or Practices in 
which they cnlpably Violate that Union and Concord that ſhould be among 
Chriſtians and Churches : Every defeCt of Chriltian Love, andevery ſinful 
Errour, is ſome degree of ſuch a violation. All Chriſtians differ in as great 
matters a$things indifferent : And no man living knoweth all things Indif- 
ferent to be ſuch : And theſe men diitinguiſh not of Schiſm, nor will take 
notice of the neceſſary diſtinQtions given ( in the third Part of the Treatiſe 
of Church Concord, ) And /olurio continu cauſeth pain: nor do they at all 
make us underſtand what fort of Separation it is that they faſten on, but 
talk of Separation in general, as aforcſaid. 

LXXXVII. They ſeem to be themſelves deceived by the Papilts in expo- 
lition of Cypriars words de Unit. Eccleſ. Unus eft Epiſcopatus, &c. But they 
themſelves ſeem to ſcparate trom Cyprian as a Schumartick, and — 
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!; from @!] the Church that hath profeſt Communion with him, nd 
with all the Councils and Churches that joyned with him: For Cypri- 
2 71d his Council erred by going too far from the Schiſm and Herelie of 
others, nullitying all their Baptiſms, Ordinations and Communions : And 
tor this crrour they declared againſt the Judgment of the Biſhop of Rome 
2:4 other Churches; and they were for it condemned as Schiſmaticks by 
the {21d Biſhop: And here 1s a far wider Separation than we can be charged 
with. 2. And Cyprians words came from the Mind that was poſicſt with 
thee opinions, and arc expreſlive of his Inclination. 3. Yet they are 
truc and good, underitond as he himſelf oft expounds them; the Biſhop of 
Oxford citeth lome inſtances, many more are obvious, in which he oppoteth 
the Biſhop of Kome, ſaying, that none of them pretendeth to Le a Biſhop 
of Biſhops; and limiting every man to his own Province, ard ſavirg that 
they were to give account to none but God, with much the like. 

But in what {encc 1s Epiſcopacic one? 1. Undoubtedly not as 11G icilly 
in the pe Jl TE, Subjtum Relations: One Biſhop 1s not another ; if You ſhould 
fay Pateririty ts One, none believe that one mans Relation of Patcrnity is ano- 
thers. The Relation is an accident of its own Subject, as well as Quanti- 
ty, Quality, &c. 2. Nor doth any man believe that many Biſhops go to 
make up one Biſhop in Naturals. 3. Nor did ever Cyprian hold or ſay 
that all Biſhops go to make upone Politick Governing Ariſtocracic, as ma- 
ny £0 to make one Senate or Parliament, that hath a power of Legiſlation 
and Judzment by Vote as one Perſora politica. He never owned ſuch a hu- 
mane Soveraignty. 

But Epiſcop-:11:5 rms ft, 1. Tr. ſpecie, all Biſhops have one Office 2. Gb- 


jeetive: As the Catholick Church is one, whoſe welfare all Biſhops ought ' 
to ſeek: 3. And lo firalirer as to the remote End; and arc bound to en- 


deavour Concord. 4. And as cficQts, all are from one efficient mſtituror. As 
it may be ſaid that all offical Ataziſtracy in England is one: 1. As fromone 
King, or ſumma poreſtas; 2. As deicribed by one Law, ard as Juſtices cf 
one Species: 2. As all their Cities and Countics and Hundreds are but part 
of one Kingdom, whoſe welfare all are for: 4. And as they are all bound 
to keep as much common Concord as they can; if any mean more, they 
ſhould tell us what : If any mean that all Biſhops make one numerical Uni- 
rerſal Government. they are heinous Schiſmaticks,and the Kingdom is Sworn 
againſt their Judgment: And theſe Men damn them in damning Schitmaticks, 
The truth is, Cyprian de Umtate Eccleſie ( leaving out the Papilts additi- 
ons) is a good Book, and worthy to be read of all; and take Cypriaz's 
Deſcription of the Epiſcopacy of the Church which we muſt unite with,and 
the nature of that Union, and we would rejoyce in ſuch. But if Cyprian 
had lived to ſce cither Arians or Donatifts the greater number, or any Sect 
after call themſelves the Church becaule that Princes ſet them up, ard h:d 
ven them depoſe Chry/oſtome and ſuch other, doubtleſs he would never have 
pleaded 
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pleaded the Unity of Epiſcopacy for this, but have judzed as he 4d in the 
Caſe of Martial and Bafilzdes ; nor did he ever plead for an univerſ:1 hi- 
mane Soveraignty. 

LXAXXVIIL. It we are damned Schiſmaticks, I can imagine no pretended 
manner —_— in which our Schiſm conſilts, but frlt, elther Loca) 
as ſuch. 2. Or Mental, as ſuch. 3. Or Local, cauſed by Mental. 

If Local as (ſuch be it: All Chriſtians are Schiſmaticks, for being, lo- 

cally ſepara 'red from others, and abſent from ail Churches and places ſave 
ONC. 

lf Mental Separa: 101 be it, either all Afenal Di: -iſſon iS ſuch, or bit ſome 
only ; if ll, then all mortal men are Schiſmaticks, as differins 7 1N 2 mMalti- 
tude of things from others; It it be not all, what is it? is it all Gitferc 
in the Eſſuntals of C ah 4 mity ? We grant it ; and we are charg'd wit 6 No 
ſuch thing. Is it all ditterence 1n the [zregrals or Accrdents? fo do. ul ai 
that are Not perfect. Is 1t all want of Lore, or all Urcharitab.enc/; to on: , 
another ? all on carth have ſoine degrce of it ; and thoſe are likelt to hz 
molt, that do as the Bilhops did azainſt the Priſciltianiſts, bring godly pco- 
ple under reproach, on pretence e of oppoling Herclie ; or that ſeck the Si- 
lencing, Imprilo! ment, Baniſhment or Ruine of men as faithful as them- 
ſelves: For our parts, We prot: 1s 1t our great Duty, to love all men as 
men, all Chriſtians as Chrilt1ans, all nodly men as £ vodly , all Maniftrates 
as Magiltrates, Cc. Is it for our ſeparating in 1: ind fro n any P r.ciples ir 
ſpecte necellary tro Communion in the Church Univerſal, or linzlc Charch- 
es ? let it be opened what thoſe Principles be : We own all Ch: WYiomy, 
and all Miniſtry of C cas Institntton, and all bes Church Ordin:2ces: We — 
Biſhops over therr Flocks, 1et them be never ſolarge, to they bo capanie of the 
Work and End, and alter not the true /pectes; and we fubmit to an; that 
ſhall by the "ord adnorijfu Paſtors of man y Churches of their Du: v, or S:::. 01 
ſeek their good. Nor 'do we refiſe O2cdicnce to any humane © Of ie; : 
up by Princes, to do nothing againſt Chrilts 7.75, nor not! ; but _—_ - 
1s 1n Princes power 1n the Acctdunts circa Soya. 

Is it becauſe we diſown any Nanrerica Riders? we own the King rd ni- 
Magiſtrates : - we own all that wecan underltand to he truc Paj! 9's > and if 
we are in doubr of their Calling, we refilt them not, unleſs oveying Chri? 
before them be reſiſtance : Bur our Acculers loud!y profeſs, that Ulirpors 
are not to he owned ; ard if they £0 on the Erou:: d, that he hath »444.. TY 
the Princets for, we would know, whether that hold Wm 7irty, in halts. 
Spin, France, or only in En:lmd, or where? If it be w here Princes ar, (0... 
choke, do they make all th? People Judges of their Princes Octhodoxuets 
And we would know, whether EVERY BISHOPS and PRIES I'S right, 

a tre Miniſter,calledof Godyar, d ſet over u5,he neceſſary ty Slvuiicntg be bolio 
ved or known by all the Peoplc? if itbe, wo to us, that ever ſuch men vo" 
ſctoycr us, whole right we cannot kngw : What abandance of things ay 
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make a Biſhops or Prieſts right known ! 1. That he hath capable ſufficiency. 
2. That he is a j:/t Biſhop,that's choſen by the King,theDean and Chapter hed . 
ety conſenting,& that. the Clergy's and Peoples conſent 15 unnecellary. 3. That ; | 


the Dioceſan ſpecres ( over multitudes of Churches without any ſubordinate 
Piop) 1s of Chril!, or lawful. - 4. That their work, according to the Ca- 4 
204, 1S lawful. 5. That all our Patrons have right to chuſe Paſrors for all 3 
tia People, 6. Thar they are true Pz/rors over them that c-m/err not. 7, That E 
ifthey prove worle far than Azyrial and Buſiltdes, nnd be owned by the Bi- 
ſhops as they were, the people may not foriake them ( plebs ob/equens divines 
7 Al ents) 11 h 12ith Cyprian hy: moſt fomwer [47] chuſe 07 refuſe. 


PR 


Is every Chriſtian bound on pain of Damnation to {wow 4/{ rheſe, and then N. 
tocxamine and judge Biſhops and Pricſts accordingly ? or if they miſtake k 
0:12 Or More mens Commillion, do they thercetore lepurate from the Catho- e 


lick Church? If fo, what a caſe was the Ez/r in by the difference between 
Chry/oſtome and his Competitors ? Phorizes and J7narue and hundreds others ? 
and Fre, about the Arc — of Rhc-es,vhen he was put out that depo- 
{ed L1dv: 145 4, and when an Infant was put in, and oft beſides ? 

W har it the Alexandrians, when Ath.inafizs was baniined by Conſtantine 
himfelf, -were half for him, and halt againſt him? Or Bf at Ceſarca was 
put down, and hundreds more ; or when T»eods/z:r5 firlt and ſecond and Afar- 4 
(1:1, 2nd Valentinan, and £eE9, and Analt thus ard abundance more, {et 
up and puli'd cown, and ſet up again ag;inlt each other ? Whar, I ſay, if 


the People now miltooke who had the belt Title ? Is this ſeparating from f 
the Catholick Church ? When the zrer1m: caſt out hundreds in Germany; b 
\V hen Ludovicus calt out Multitudes in the Palarmare, and halt the People ' 


ſtuck to the ejected, perſecuted Paſtor, and the reſt to the Magiſtrates 
choice, which of them ſeparatcd from the Univerſal Church ? 1s every 
Pricſt the Univerſal Church, or an efſearial part of it ? then it dyeth when 
he dyeth, and Apoſtatizeth when he doth. How many Apes in above 23 
Duplicates or Schiſms, was the World uncertain which was the true Pope ? 
ſuppoſe, e.g. Arthur Jackſon, Edmund Calamy, and many ſuch were placed 
in their Incumbency, by the Biſhops, Patrons and Pariſh conſent, accord- 
ing to the Law of Chriſt and the Land; and by a new AC of Uniformity 
they be all turned out, the Flock not conſenting, nor any Biſhop acculing, 
trying or depoling them ( ſave in Legillation, ) and ſome of the Pariſh 
think this diſſolveth not their Relation to him, ard they cleave to him 
as before, without any change ſave of Place and Tythes, and others for- 
{ike ſuch a one, and follow the Magiſtrates choice, may not both theſe be 
{111 of the Catholick Charch ? It not, I know where the old Canons laid 
the charge and danger. It's wonderful lelfiſhneſs in thoſe men, that if they 
can but get into the Seat, take it for granted, that all mult own their right 
on Pain of Damnation. 

And what ifin any fuch Land, the Prince change his mind, or the next 


differ, 
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differ, and put down all theſe ſame men, and fct up ſuch as difter from 
them more than we do, 1s it damning Schiſm tor «iy of their People {til] 
to 2dhere to them ? 

LAXNIS. Do you find that Mr. _ Dr. S.tywe!, Dr. Sherlgc:., 0: 

; of theſe men, do, in Pulpit and Prets, ingenuoutly tell the People the 

"truth of the Cate, when they liken men as Sch atcks to Mui derers to. 
£4: nger ? Did you ever kear them tay, [ The Caron, which i the Churches 
Voices _ Law, aoth Excommunicate you af tha ao o0an Jour Opinions anainſ! : 
Conformity, LE commeanaeth its not to adnit you to the Sacrament, and yet t9 pro- 
nounce your Excommunicarion for not taks "ns tt : I e confeſs they have oveen holy and 
Learned Mn that have thouchr many thinss impoſed unlawful ; ar 4 therefo re we 
wonder LO! tf 't be nw 11 _—_ po! YY 1 change yo: fir jit a; ment, »Y/) MIDYC ti; #7! t9 be 


perfett tt knowledee ; and we confe/; if you ve 1m; juſtly Excom nuntcated, or any 
0; the things made neceſln y 19 Communim be againſt Goas i{nrd, then it is the 
Church that ts 0 wity of Schiſm, but becauſe this 1s not (0, we accuſe you of Schijs 
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eVell of ſeparatin. from t ie Umuerſ, 1 Churci 3 and fro mn $1441 19, 

XC. I do admire, that never any one of them would be prevail'd witl 
to prove the Canons Excommunications 7p/o fatto lawiu!, when even Pa- 
pills have ſcorn'd all ſuch doings ; and w hen the learned It of all their own 
admired men, that were for comprimiling matters with Rome, even Afar. 
Ant. de Dom. Spal, renſis de Rip. Eccl, hath to conhdently, coptoully and ftre- 
nuouſly damn'd it: Chriſt would have none Excommin! te, W hatever 
the Crime be, without Impenitency afcer duc admonition tor Rc P21 tance, 
but theſe Canons zp/» f.icty Condemn and Excommunicate Golly men, 
without cver admoniſhing, them, or calling them to repent, or hearing 
or ſeeing them : Nothing 1s neceſ]] ary but the proof of the tact, a: 4 
then the Law is inſtead of a Judge ; and to oblige the People to avoid 
them, it mult be publithcd. 


It this and : all things named in the firſt Plex for Peace, be linleſs, ſtudying 
and diſputing is not the way to know what is finful, 

XClI. But, faith the Reſolver, [ Ciriſt birth bur, oe Body, ang 
t9 be a Member of two ſeparate and Oppo re Churches, ts 19 be con, ry 10 
ourſelves. ] 

Anſ. But I had hoped your Catechized Boy es had known, i. That one 


Body hath many parts. 2. That particular Chorches are parts of this Bo 

dy, as Corporations areof the Kingdom. 3. That ail the parts are 1mper- 
fect, and made up of none but linners. 4. That every gc ood man is D: irt tly 
bad, and fo contrary to himſelf. 5. That Churches may be to far ſep. rate 
45 to be diſtinct, and yet not fo tar _ to be contrary Or oppolite. 6. Thar 
they may be oppo/ire in Accidents and Integrals, that are one 1n /pecte 1n Efſer- 

tinls, 7. Ih it a man may own ſeveral Chat ches, and Communicate witi: 


them for that which they azree #1, and yet not own both, ( or ether per- 
haps) 
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$345 4 12 which they are oppoſire in, 8. That there bcing ſomen hat op- 
9,770 Ul - 12 and Churches on Earth, you 6 am: your lelves for Com! muni- 
ci, withthem. 9. Thata man may have more Communion with the 
Chinch w which hc Locally ſepar arch from, even for ſin, than with that which 
hc 1. pretcnt with, 
7, -. A Congregation or Nation of men of cminent SanCtity and Order, 
x DoArine and W orſnip, may, by humane frailty take ſome one falſe- 
24 or uncertain thing to b enecellary to Miniſtry or Communion ( as they 
1, tome Churches unhappily of latereject all that own not the Antiquity of 
the Hebrew Points) I cannot have loc: l Communion with that Church, tor 
they wiil not receive me,unlcſs 1 ſubſcrite cither a falſhood, ( or that w hich 
{ jude falſe ;) but yer I highiy honour and love them, :nd have mental 
Catholick Comnmithon with them, when perhaps neceſſity may make me Lo- 
_ __ with a Church of far worſe men-and Order, that will impoſe no 
'In Mme. 10. And I would advile theſe men, did they not deſpiſe 
my zdviic, for the Church of Enolmads ſake, and their own, to retract 
their Errours, and not lay ſucha Snare before the People. Should you ſay 
1:1 the Pulpit, [_ /f the Chirrch be oulty of any Schiſm by her Impoſitions, ( oft- 
TV od ) Excommuntcations : and ſilencing of Chi iſt Miniſte rs, and affiietins £co0d 
o7 ”" lc without juſt Cauſe, then I, and all that communicate with it and me, Com- 
matucate in the owe of Schi {m, and are all 1m as much dnrer of Danmatiguby1 Tr 
es Adiliercrs and Mur derers] tell not your hearers this, for if you do, ſomc 
will think you bid them ſeparate or be dzmned, and only make a doubt whe- 
ther molt men have Noles or not. 


XClI. Qr. But is not. the Inference true ? 
Ab. No, it's falſe : There are twenty caſes in which One may be 


:ilty of Schiſm and not be a Schiimatick, as denominated fm what pre- 
dominateth: 2. And as many in which he is not at all guilty that commu- 
nicatcth with the guilty. 

Ard lct the wes. ( that 13 ſober and awake) judce now whether theſe 
men or we be the greater Schiimaticks, and w vich more condemneth or ſe- 
parateth from the Church of Erving. We lay that all Churches have ſome 
dearce of Schiſm, ard ſo hath the Church of Fn-land, as it hath umperfe- 
tion, Errour and Sin; but that it is not therefore no Church, nor is it un- 
lawfti.] tO "0mm! anicate with it; All Chrittians and Churches mult not be 
!eparated from that are guilty of ſome degree of Schiſm. 


i% 


[tany will tura theſe Scrious matters into Jeſt, and ſay, as Dr. Szy- 
3.7 that they Vl receive Greeks, Litherans, &c. that come to their Com- 


-_ 


manion, his Serious Readers will tejl him, that fo will molt Sets receive 
+ þ, a; 
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thoſe that approve of their Communion and come to them : Joyning with 
you ſignifyeth that they are of your way therein ; But will you go to chew 
Churches and Communicate with them? You will receive the damncd Schii- 
maticks if they come to you, whea yet you make it damnable to joyn in 
their meetings with them. This quibbling beſcems not grave men in great 
marrers. 

To conclude, Reader, God having allowed more Legiſlative Power to 
bh men in things Secular than in > | may fay this cale 1s like ours in 
| debate. 

[. Some Judges and Lawyers ſay, that the Oath of Allegiance makes a 
Subject in this Kingdom; that the KRerouncing or Violating it by Treaſon, 


£ or Kebellion, or deſerting the Kingaom, overthrows the Relation. But that 
bc other particular faults or quarrels againlt Neighbours, Juſtices, Judges, 


yea the King himſelf, are punithable according to the Laws, but are notall 
Rebellion, nor diſſolve SubjeCtion, . nor oblige the Subjects to renounce Cl- 
vil converſe with eachother ; though ſome contempt and ob[tinacy may 
outlaw them. Such is onr Judgment of Church Relation and Communi-" 
on, which I need not rehearſe. 

II. Suppoſe a ſet of Lawyers and Judges ariſe, that ſay, no men are 
the Kings Subjects, but are Rebels, that break any of his Laws, that Shoot 
not in long Bows, that Bury not their dead in \Voollen, that ſwear pr$- 
phanely, that eat fleſh-in Leme unlicenſed, that have any unjuſt Law-Suit, 
that wrong any Neighbour, that oppreſs any Poor man, all theſe arc Re- 
bels; yea all that plead oppolite Caules at the Bar, and all Judges that 
judge contrary to one ar.other, and all that milunderſtand any point ot 
Law and Pradtice accordingly, and all that belides the Oath of Allegiance 
do conſtitute Marriages, Families, Schools, Soctetyes by any other Cove-- 
nants of their own, ard all that are of different Citics 2nd Companies, parts 
of the Kingdom, or all whole Juſtices, Mayors, Shcrifts, &«c. difter trom 
one another in any point of Law and practice: Or all thit obey not every 
Conſtable and Juſtice; or that go to divers Jullices in the fame PrecinCts, 
or that go from one Juſtice to another to avoid unrighteous Judgment, or 
that go from the Phylician of the Place for Health, ar from the Schoolma- 
ſter of the Town for greater edification, or that Travel beyond Sea for 
Knowledge, yea all that underſtand not every word in the Law,that may con- 
cern them: If any ſay,none of tkcſe are the Kings Subjects, but Rebels,oppo- 
ſite to him 2nd ore angther, and deſerve to be all hang'd as Murderers, and 
ſo areall that have Communion with them ; Q«ere, 1. Whether thete men. 
are for the Unity of Englawid? 2. And are Friends io the King that deprive 
him of all his SubjeAts; as much as thoſe that would have him have no * 
Subjects, thar be not of the ſame Age, Stature, Complexion and Wit 
3. And whether they are Friends to Mankind ? 4. Aud whether they 
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condemn not themſelves if they live not as Anchorets, out of hu- 

mane Society. 5. And whether that Nation be not by infatuation pre- 
pared for Deſtruftion that would believe them, and would hate, ſcorn 

| and ruine them that are of the firſt mentioned opinion, according to 

the ſaying, Quos perdere wult Fuptter, hos dementat. 
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As to the more dangerous Dottrine Fav threatning this Land, that 
would fubjeft England to a Foreign Juriſdiction, on pretence of a 
Neceſlity of either an Univerſal Church Monarch, or Church-Parlia- 
ment Senate or Council, or of all the Church on Earth repreſented 
by Patriarchs or Metropolitans, or that plead for Subjettion 10 them, 
under the Name of Communion, they require a diſtinct Anſwer. But 
Dr. J/. Barrow, and Mr. Beverley's Catholick Catechiſm, have effeCtu- 
ally done it. 


REPRODUCED FROM THE CO©SFY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


